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Bejh Ha f*kf{kr ;okvk dh [ktco.K rifdd ekufidrk
d ,d u, okrkoj.k e yxkrkj fodflr gk jgh gA
fxfjtk noh "tk xV] ety Iinje] if.kek pkékjh]
Jhrk xikxyh vij mud €l x#vk d ekxn®ku e]
ijc vix xk;dh dh ubl ih<h Bkoékkuhiod xhrk dk
p;u djrh g] ekék;: It Bjkckj jpuk di “kink vkj
okD;k*kk ot WkFk 1;kj Nt [kyrh g vkj y;c)rk e
ckbydrk dk Ipkj djrh gA yfdu ;g Ic lei.k
dh elkx djrk g D;kfd jkx vkj y; ,d Bf'Viky
tMh cukr gA bk vur dky b gkrk vk;k gA
viikth di vullkj] jkx&itk vrir dh vkf[kjh [kb!
gh dMh g felu vkt Hh gedk ,d v="; Mkj L
ckék j[kk gA buei 1jc vix xk;dh e Hflufgr Hfa
cMh jhhyh gkrh gA ;g jkirk mu ukf; dkvk u
n*;k g feue I ,d u ckbth foe[k Lokeh foodkun
I dgu dk kgl fd;k “Ben"ki chk uke frgkjk™
VKj viuk Ixhr Buk;kA Silh ukf;dk,: Dk vkt
feyx\
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Ustad Anwar Khan Manganiyar : The Humble Soul
(An Interview)

It was a chance meeting with the
renowned Rajasthani folk singer Ustad Anwar
Khan Manganyar at the concluding session of
the 12th edition of the World Sacred Spirit
Festival (WSSF), organised by the Mehrangarh
Museum Trust at the Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur
in 2019. Thefamousfestival felt likeasolemnly
composed tapestry of chords and
colours with passionate power and
appeal. More than 150 artists from
eleven countries performed at this
three-day ‘ Festival of Sacred Music’
proliferated over seven different
venuesin and outside the expansive
fort, which created a perfect
ambience and apositiveaurafor the
specific genre being presented.

The WSSF had reached its
tranquil climax with the mystic poetry and
mesmerising music in the soul-stirring earthy
voice of Sawan Khan Manganiyar and group,
accompanied by an equally famous Ghevar Khan
on Kamaicha, the string folk instrument of
Rajasthan with adeeper tonality than asonorous
Sarangi. The majestic backdrop of the marble
cenotaph of MaharagjaJaswant Singh I, added a
sense of purity to the Sufi poetry of BabaBulleh
Shah, Shah Lateef and Kabir, performed
passionately by Sawan Khan Manganiyar; asthe
first rays of the morning sun shone at the marble
dome. This was the perfect destination for the
three-day-long journey through the diverse
dimensions of devotional and spiritual music.
The foreign artists in the audience were awed
by the spontaneous improvisations of these folk
artistsand wondered if music ran in their veins.

Manjari Sinha*

Yet another dimension of spirituality
was revealed to me with the sudden awareness
of the polarity between the musical values of
these innocent musicians from the Thar desert
and the city-dwelling musicians. The contrast
disclosed itself when | spotted the famousAnwar
Khan Manganiyar, totally absorbed in music,

sitting rapt on the grass far away
from the elegant seating
arrangements of mattresses covered

o with Chaandani (white sheets) and

the rows of comfortable chairs.
When | reached this unassuming
artist who had recently been
Pl honoured with the prestigious
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, for
=3 aninterview; he politely declined

with a request to keep the
conversation for later and just listen to the
beautiful music and the el evating poetry for now.

Anwar Khan informed me that Sawan
Khan had learnt Sindhi Sufi Gayaki under Ustad
Theeke Khan, now in Pakistan and that not only
thevocalist but also Ghevar Khan, the Kamaicha
player wasavery talented artiste. Whilerelishing
their music he also kept sharing the story of
‘Umar Marvi’ (like Heer-Ranjha) being sung by
Sawan K han and the meaning of the other Sindhi
Sufi poetry being sung, interspersing it with
repeated ‘ Waahs' for the performing artists. This
was the most unexpected eye-opener and a
heartening surprise for one who is used to the
mutual jealousy and backbiting of each other in
the urban musical scenario.

L ater when asked about himself, hetells
methat heisaManganiyar artist, bornin Baiya

* Author, Acclaimed Music & Dance Critic, Gurgaon (Hariyana)
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village of Jaisalmer. Presently he lives in the
Indiracolony in Barmer. “1 can’t remember since
when | started singing. Itismy Rozi-Roti (bread
and butter). So far there has not been a single
day when | skipped singing”, he added.

He hasbeen felicitated by the President
of Indiawith the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
in 2017. Attributing the recognition gained to
the folk music of Western Rajasthan and the
Langas and Manganiyars, he says*“The Award
is an honour for the folk music of Western
Rajasthan. This is also a recognition of the
Langa-Manganiyars who are selflessly singing
and keeping the folk music of Rajasthan alive.”

He further shares that he has given his
voice to a few Hindi films including ‘Rang-
Rasiya’ where he sang with playback singer
Kailash Kher. Having travelled to more than fifty
countries for his musical performances Khan
adds “such recognitions certainly benefit folk
music and the art. | have received many awards
from other countries like Russia and Scotland
but thiskind of award for afolk artist in hisown
country also inspires the next generation of
Langas and Manganiyars, to work harder and
keep practising their music. He further stressed
his desire for the community to ensure that the
next generation of musicians receive proper
education to excel.

“l am not educated. | have no other
knowledge except for my musical craft. If the
next generation of our musicians study well, they
can do better to earn fame and glory”. Khan has
only oneregret in life “ Angrezi awani chahije”
(one should know English, it helps.). Khan
wishesthat the next generation of folk musicians
of Western Rajasthan should also get a proper
education to excel in life.

On January 26th 2020, he was decorated
with Padmshri, the prestigious PadmaAward by
the government of India. (Mahargja) Gaj Singh
belonging to the erstwhile royal family of

faer e anftie oy afoehr, W@ Sa=dt o, 2ieh-25

Jodhpur was the first to congratulate him
amongst hundreds of people, including some
Grammy awardees, who congratulated him on
thisoccasion. Hewasfelicitated at the Republic
Day function in Jaisalmer and Barmer. He felt
humbled while receiving congratulatory
messages and phone calls. “ Sab phone kar riya
hain. Sangeet raPremi saal (Everyoneiscalling
me up. They are all music lovers!)

My recent meeting with Ud. Anwar
Khan Manganiyar was another surprise when |
saw him performing along with the Gundecha
Brothers in Washington DC. Indian classical
music issupposed to have comefrom folk music,
which hasumpteen variety. Onesuch folk variant
is the Rajasthani folk of the Langa and
Manganiar community singers from Rajasthan.
These versatile singers and the instrumentalists
accompanying them on Kamaicha (a string
instrument like the Sarbangi), and purcussion
like the Dholak and Khadtaal, have also
popularised Indianfolk music likewiseinforeign
countries. Music flows in their family from
father to son. Even small children take to folk
singing or playing folk instrumentsfrom atender
age. But Indian classical and folk genres have
always remained as separate streams.

It, therefore, came asapleasant surprise
when one saw the Gundecha Brothers, the
famous Dhrupadiyas of Dagar Gharana, perform
with Ud. Anwar Khan Manganiyar and group in
Washington DC. Gundecha Brothers were
trained under Ustad Ziya M ohiuddin Dagar and
Ustad Ziya Fariduddin Dagar at the Dhrupad
Kendra Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal. Apart from
singing the traditional Dhrupads, they have also
sung the poetry of Hindi poets from Kabir to
Nirala. This time they conceived the idea of
experimenting with an amalgamation of classical
and folk, ie a unique concert of Dhrupad &
Rajasthani Folk. They talked about it with Ud.
Anwar Khan Manganiyar and the result was a
mesmerising duet of Dhrupad and the Rajasthani
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folk, just after their separate performances
respectively.

The program wasinitiated with Dhrupad
when Pt. Umakant Gundecha and Anant
Gundecha, accompanied by Pt. Akhilesh
Gundechaon Pakhawaj and Dhani Gundechaon
Tanpura, opened with the detailed Dhrupad
Aalapchari in raga Jog, erecting the imposing
architecture of the ragafrom slow (Vilambit) to
medium (Madhya) and the fast tempo (Drut
Laya), before presenting a traditional
composition of thelegendary Tansen set to Rudra
Taal of 11 beatstimecycle. Thelyrics “Pratham
Naad Saraswati, Ganapati Buddhidata....” came
as the invocation to Saraswati the Goddess of
learning and Ganesha the auspicious God of
wisdom.

The second session showcased the folk
music of Rgjasthan by Anwar Khan Manganiyar
and his group, comprising Ghevar Khan on
Kamaicha, Manzoor Khan on Dholak and Gazi
Khan on Khartaal. The vibrant voice of Anwar
Khan, the earthy sound of the Kamaicha, the
rhythmic cadences of the Dholak, and the
measured metrical delectation of Gazi Khan on
Khartal created a festive contrast after the
contemplative Dhrupad. Since the program was
in Duga Temple they opened with a Durga Stuti
in afolk Ragini that resembled the Hindustani
Madhmad Sarang.

The enchanting Maand “Kesariya
Balam Aavo na Padharo Mhare Des’, brought

IAH 2025

alivethewarmth of their loving invitation. ‘ Ram
Ratan Dhan Payo’ was a soothing contrast with
the Komal Swaras of ragaGunkali. Therewasa
‘Sawal-Jawab’ soiree between the percussions
Dholak and Khartala in between the stanzas of
the Meerabal Pada. Then came the concluding
Ghoomar, which inspired the women in the
audience to dance to theirresistible music.

The climax was aunique amalgamation
of Dhrupad and Folk music coming together. The
stage was set with Gundechas and the
Manganiyars sitting alongside their specific
accompanists playing Pakhawaj and Tanpurafor
the Dhrupad and the Kamaicha, Dholak and the
Khartaal for the folk music. Gundechas opened
with a short Aalap in raga Adana followed by
the Dhrupad composition “ Shiva Shiva Shiva’
set to Drut Sooltala. Anwar Khan followed it
with a Shiva Stuti contrasted by the lilting gait
of the Kaherwa Theka on the Dholak sailing
smoothly through the ten-beat cycle of the
Sooltala in Dhrupd to the folk flavour of the
eight-beats Kaherwa. Therewasno compromise
with the purity of the contrasting forms. Dhrupad
remained the rich, contemplative Dhrupad and
the folk music of the Manganiyars maintained
its original vibrancy. And yet together, each
enhanced the beauty of the whole musical
experience.

When complimented backstage, the
humility of Anwar Khan wasjust the same*“ Sab
jan yaan bhi Sangeet raPremi sa’!
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Age of 'Natyashastra' and 'Amarakosha’ of AMARA SIMHA
-A Retrospection

Dr.T. V. Manikandan*

Abstract

Documentation is the most inevitable exercise in the evolution of any area of
studies as this keeps track of augmentation as landmarks for future references and
assimilations. In the study of Indian music; the texts like Vedas, Puranas, and Upanishads
and Epicsare equally important asthe Lakshana Granthaslike Natyashastra, Brihaddeshi
etc. In many a case, some historical documents and travel ogues as well as literary works
may al so provide valuable infor mation, which endow with amplereferencesin assimilating
the theories for the posterity. Namalinganusasanam which is otherwise known as
Amarakosha, basically a Sanskrit lexicon, authored by Amarasimha, contains valid
information’s about not only it's age but points towards the age of several historical
personalitiesand Lakshana Granthaslike Natyashastra which is considered very important

in music.

Keywords: Amarakosha, Navaratnas, Jyotirvidhabharana, Namalinganushasana, Amoghavr utti, Swargadi
Khanta, Bhoovargadi Khanta, Samanyadi Khanta, Woma Varga, Dig Varga, Dhee Varga, Kaala
Varga, Shabdadi Varga, Patala Bhogi Varga, Vari Varga

Indian Classical Music, which is
believed to haveinstigated in theform of kernel
along with the progression of Vedic chants
during the Vedic period and gradually
corroborated and established with the Musical
brilliance; was appended periodically by
subsequent musicologists, and ultimately
influenced the music of South Asia and other
neighbouring parts of the world. Though the
contributions of luminaries like BHARATA,
DATTILA, MATANGA, NARADA and others
helped in the preservation of music of
‘BHAARATA VARSHA' to the exalted domain
in the world of music and discussed loud and
clear, unfortunately, the contribution of several
other musicol ogistswent unheard. In fact, these
inputs have their own importance in
documenting the facts related to Indian Music
along the historical evidences through ages. At
severa instances, we get ample evidencesfrom
epigraphs and the travelogues, which can be
assimilated to disprove several mis-conceptions,

* Professor, Department of Music, University of Delhi

essential for the healthy development of subject
of music.

AMARA SIMHA; an eminent scholar
and author of the celebrated work,
“AMARAKOSHA - atext of Lexiconin Sanskrit,
is considered as one among the NAVARATNAS
in the court of Chandragupta-Il, of GUPTA
dynasty who is also popularly known as
VIKRAMADITYA (380-415 CE.). Though, there
are some qualms regarding the names of
NAVARATNAS and their age, the
“JYOTIRVIDHA BHARANA”, a treatise on
Astrology by KALIDASA mentions the
NAVARATNASIn the court of Chandra Gupta-
Il as (1) KALIDASA (2) AMARASIMHA (3)
DHANWANTARI (4) GHATAKARAPARA (5)
KSHAPANAKA (6) SHANKU (7) VARAHA
MIHIRA (8) VARARUCHI (9) VETALABHATTA

About the age:

Though, there are some controversies
about the names that figure out in the
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NAVARATNAS,; the travelogue written by Fa-
Hien (Fa-Xian) — Foguoji confirms the above
information of “NAVARATNA” - nine gemsin
the court of Chandragupta—11. Some historians
are even in the opinion that the NAVARATNAS
and the patron VIKRAMADI TYA belonged to the
eighth Century, in UJJAIN. Perhaps, the reason
why they argue so may be because, for the first
timeit was mentioned in the AMOGHAVRITTI,
an anthology of ballad authored by
SHAKATAYANA during the reign of
AMOGHAVARSHA, a monarch in Deccan
during 814-867 CE. A close study of
AMARAKOSHA may give many leads about its
age and other details, considering the fact that
it precedes the period of illustrious BHARATA,
who formatted the classical foundation for
Indian Dance and Music along with information
related to histrionicsthrough his celebrated work
- NATYASASTRA.

About the work :

Etymologically, the word
“AMARAKOSHA” can be defined asthe*” Eternal
treasure” or “dictionary of AMARA SMHA” or
“immortal collection” and so on. But theoriginal
name of this celebrated work -
“NAMALINGANUSHASANAM” (Namali
Egéanutasanam), significantly gives some clues
about its content. Basically, it deals with
instructions about the ‘nouns and ‘gender’ of
thewordsin Sanskrit literature. Though itisnot
an authoritative text on Music, its relevance in
the elementary education of Sanskrit, eventoday
makes it more vibrant. An odyssey through the
entire work may give an idea about the
development of several branches of study and
culture related concepts, prevalent in ancient
Indian subcontinent during the early Christian
era.

AMARAKOSHA is divided into three
KHANDAS or sections, in which the initial,
SWARGADI KHANDA haswords connected to

fasr fiege anftfer vty afierr, @ sa=dt o, 3fh-25

Heaven and gods. The second, BHUVARGADI
KHANDA deals with words pertain to earth,
towns, animals and humans. The last,
SAMANYADI KHANDA has words that are
related to grammar and other miscellaneous
words. SWMARGADI KHANDA, the first part of
the AMARAKOSHA, is divided in to severd
bisections like Viyoma Var ga- words connected
to atmosphere, Dig Varga- words connected to
al directions, Kaala Varga- words pertaining
to seasons and time, Dhee varga- connected to
the intellect, Shabdadi Varga- pertaining to
Sound and Voice, Natya Varga- related to music,
dance and drama, Patala Bhogi Varga-
connected to subterranean, and Vaari Varga-
which is connected to ocean etc.

The second part of AMARAKOSHA -
BHUVARGADI KHANDA, is divided into ten
Vargas like Bhuvarga- Earth, Puravarga-
Places, Shailavarga- Mountains,
Vanoushadhivarga- Forests and medicines,
Mrugadivarga- Animals, Manushyavarga-
Mankind, Bramhavarga- Brahman,
Kshatriyavarga- Kshatriya, Vaisyavarga-
Vaisya and Sudravarga- Sudras; the four-caste
system that prevailed during that period.

The third section, SAMANYADI
KHANDA contains adjectives, verbs, words
related to prayer and business etc. It has been
divided in to the vargas like Viseshya nighna
Varga, Sankirna Varga, Nanartha Varga,
Avyaya Varga, Lingadi Samgraha Varga
inclusiveof Stri linga- Pullinga—Napumsaka
Linga etc.

AMARAS MHA speaks about the terms
related to music and dance in the first chapter
assign to SWARGA- heaven, which indicatesthe
realm, where music and other art forms were
obtained in the society. In KAALA VARGA,;
section connected to time, he mentions about
the time structures like Nimesha or Matra, 18
Matrais equal to Kashta, 30 Kashtais equal to
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one Kshana, and 12 Kshana together is equal
to one Muhurtha. Natyashastra also discuss
about the same but without Kshana and
Muhurtha

In SABDADI VARGA, he talks about
the basic concepts of music like Dhwani,
Human Voice, Nada, Shruti, Pranava, Geetam,
Gaanam and three types of Swaras such as
Udatta, Anudatta and Swarita etc.

Riernfe s FHIGR YUrdaH]

i qRIGUYERITERSY: ¥a]T:

In page no:78-79 He mentions about
Swara — interpretation as Udaadtta, Anudaatta
and Swarita and mentions about Omkara and
Pranava

Ao Faford WdaToT: Uaaued:

DIATEA: HABARTRIT dTRITod
S afasd ufeam fid HEfEEA

In page no: 88 He says “Nikwana,
Nikwaana:, Kwaana:, Kwana: are the name of
Sound emanatefrom Vina' and that Prakwaana:,
is the name of Sound emanating from Vina.

In NATYA VARGA, as in this period
music was considered only a part of dance; he
continues with the words of music like Sapta
swara and its variants, Sayi, Tala etc.

BTl PAYETH eaTlg HERRHC:
PAMASR TR ARG Ry

Further he mentions about different
types of sound (Perhaps the Variety of Sruti)

Kaakali, Kala - are the Sweet Feeble Sound
which isvery clear

Mandra - reverberating and majestic Sound
Tara - isthe loud variety of Sruti.

FHfaderIedbdral doTg decidl]
aqa\:ﬂ A1 TRy gRarfed

In page no. 89, he mentions about seven
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swaras such as Shadja, Rishabha, Gandhara,
Madhyama, Panchama, Dhaivata and Nishada
that emanate from Seven strings of Vina and
human throat. It isto be noted that during that
period Vina might have Seven strings.

Here, one thing to be notified is that
there was no any mention of Raga, Grama,
Moorchana and Jaati. Hence, it can be assumed
that Grama-Moorchna-Jati system came only
after 3 century.

: [aN (N - (N
SSECIMIECEICEIBEE B NS CE |

qonfady q GRH B drefady a9

In page no. 90, he mentions about the
ancient classification of musical instrumentsin
to Tatam — Avanadham — Sushiram — Ghanam
such as Vina — Muraja/ Mizhavu — Vamsi/Flute
and Gong bell respectively. It isvery clear that
four typesof classification for instrumentswere
prevalent during those periods.

TfaafiE arel arfesTdare AHeq

HEITRGT WaTRkd T ei A IQEd b RA:

Vaadyam, Vaaditram, Atodyam are the
variety of those four types of Instruments.
Mridanga and Muraja are the name for same
percussive instrument. Aankyam, (played by
keeping in the lap) Aalingyam (played by
chaining it along with the body) and Oordhwaka
(played over the head with stick or bear hand)
are the three types of percussive instruments.

There after he mention about different
types of Vina and percussion instruments like
Mridanga, Muraja, Pataha, Bheri etc. along
with termsrelated to dance and histrionics. It is
very curious to be noted here that, when he
mentioned about the basic credentials of Indian
music, he never mentioned the terms — RAGA,
Grama-Moorchana-Jati etc.; from which we
have to assume that, there was no any term like
RAGA during the period of AMARAKOSHA or
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that it was authored either before or during the
period of NATYASHASTRA. The term RAGA
was introduced only from the time of
MATANGA'S BRIHADDES!, which falls on
somewhere in the middle of 8" century.

flomevs: Jaren: W HaHHRg
PIATIHYG PTI: WATGUATE! [FawerT:

Pravala is another name for the stem
of Vina Kakubhah: and Prasevakah: are the
names of the Gourd of Veena. Kolambakah: is
the body of Vinawithout stringsand Upanaaha:
and Nibandhanah: are both the string tying
portion in a Veena.

QITGe: Uceleddl WRIG ggil JaH

JTP: YTe! STl PIvl dTomieareH

Yasha:, Pataha (Aanakah: is the other
name of Patahah:), and Dhakka are played to
spread the fame of any person or country; while
Bheri and Dundubhi: are the instruments used
for passing information and official orders; and
Konah: is the wooden block used to play a
typical Vina

drefiidlc sHY Heg ST IRR:
TRES: YU ° FRAd] ATRID FH

Damaru (Katundudi) isthe smaller - and Duddu
(Netundudi) is the bigger size of the same
instrument. Dindima (Para) is another
percussion instrument used to play for any
declaration and Jharjhara (Perum Para) is the
bigger one of the same instruments used in the
war site. Marddala and Panava are the
instruments used on the performing stage.
Gomukha and Panchamukha Vaadya were the
other instruments used for theatre. Nartakee and
Lasika were the names used to define dancers.

We can find mentions about Tala and
dance related quotes in this Natya Varga. He
mentions about one tala which is inclusive of
al Layai.e. Ekatala;

fasr fiege anftfer vty afierr, @ sa=dt o, 3fh-25

facifdas g Heaq doadrel g+ $hHTe]
TS BIATHIT A AICATIAAT AT
qTo€aH Feq ATeaq oRI| Jo¥ AId+
O\ o O
dRIrRs  idares Areaties a9

Vilambitam- Drutam- Madhyam arethe
three degrees of speed of dance forms such as
Tatwam—Ogho and Ghanamrespectively. From
this the speed of each dance form can be
analysed. Tala is the method of calculating the
speed of Song and Dance and Laya isthe speed
assessing scale of Dance.

Taandavam which is the Natanam and
Laasyam which is Naatyam, are the two styles
of dance — Nartanam mentioned in the text.
Touryatrikam is the combination of Geetam —
Vaadyam — Nrityam.

Similarly, in the chapter — NATYA
VARGA, which speaks about the words
connected to expressions in dance and acting,
AMARA SMHA enumerates about only eight
RASA (expressions) of acting, instead of nine
RASA, the latter being more popular in today’s
times.

SR IRGIVMYA B HATTDT:
THRRIGERAT HR: Grosder:

He illustrates about Shringara (Love),
Veera (Valor), Karuna (Compassion), Adbhuta
(Wonder), Hasya (Laughter), Bhayanaka
(Frightening), Bheebhatsa (disgust) and
Roudra (Anger) only. Surprisingly the
sentiment Shanta Rasa (Tranquility) was not
mentioned anywhere in AMARAKOSHA.
Interestingly, Shanta Rasa was introduced by
ANANDA VARDHANA (820- 890 CE) in his
work called DHWANYA LOKA.

Conclusion :

From the above-mentioned points, we
can very well come to the inference that
AMARASIMHA was one among the
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NAVARATNA in the court of Chandra Gupta- K.K.Balakrishna Panikkar, H &C Kunnankulam-
Il (375 — 415 CE) and Amara Kosha was 1983.

authored during the same century. This brings 2 Vardhana Ananda, Dhwanyal.oka

usto another conclusion that Natyashastramust 3. Dani, Ahmad Hasan, History of Civilizations of

have authored only after fourth or specifically ge”tra'dAs'a* BA. L'tv'”%;; UNESC(;' & Mareh
; ; 4, uptadynasty: Empirein 4th cent. Archived, Marc
inthe last part of fifth century. 2010 at the Britannica Online Encyclopaedia.
References: 5. Ancient Indian History and Civilization by Sailendra
1. Amarakosa by Amarasimha, translated by Nath Se
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olir] ot vkj o"khekj Jnd".k

HTE AT BT ATTAA T 7T 81l & o1 A
a1 e wdl Bl ® ok 9 e | HiaH
ST BT € | AT BT TDbIT T ATT—AT 8
AT BT & | I8 BT & I ¥ SRR BT FHY
BT 8| FE BRU § b ue kel H Al
HAUTG g S Dl B RISl DI Al Y& B
T 2| WA SHWT d R TH GGATRR
(3T TR 10—35) ‘gl ¥ § a¥6d kg &
HEJ B I g DI A gl § qaifdd FEl
UeM HRA T | WE YEd ueE, R add dee
fIers @ a9d eRdl W SdRAT 8, Uh s SHT
AP | BT B BR YI—9TH D DR 9T & 3R
RAT AR T 9= far 8 | weal & ook diaai
3R TR & TRl # A7 MR < arel st @ ar
g g AT B O 2| GId # g’ AT g
IS U AT 1 07 A1 B ©, S ad g
A B 99 ARl ok <arerdl |fed a9 &
TRl & TR—8R § g US e 8 | < H
fl g T BT SIUAT MST & HEwd 8 | Tafa § Y
g 3R IR BeT BIg fadms gsdl 8 | S8 o
WY I8 T AR Sa a6 § QAT dR<g—1d
ST T B 6 T oroe =rel o a9 H
BT AT 8 IS 8 | GHT g 3N & a8 3R
Wl # IR U Agcrend! fawdl § A1 S e
BT U T IS W Th fordm B | €RT BT VAT
U Wied FER Wiel—Tel Sofaril W aRad &
T I &

“JE! Tell ¥ WA #,
BIg AT a¥d GER | |”

g widst & g ff gm W &
G TRl § 9 UhR JIIH 89 T I
HIER=

*Hqfas / Ba /o / AUed—iTd uf¥ar, gRRE

M,- jktle d".k vxoky *"jetd"*

guHr faedt 3= |
fey oy F8d gd,
TI—AT GETTS | |

BHol—Hol DA,
FHEH—GHgd 49 HIet |
BIA—HGH UR e,
AT dref | |
31T
"B dlel AT B SR |
UTH YR I IR—AR | |

aei—a faeRid, Bfcra—diera |

BYA—RYH W, A HYUT |
Fq g9 D, BE BR[|

39 UBR, qHd & ANTHT Bl IE SHT
STH—ATTH & AT—7eT UR—Uferdl qefm dle—udi
TP Pl AT PR ol & |
DI SIS 7 TR BT Yol & ATF—TT WA
FASTARTIT 3R PTIed B gorr 1 HT Sl 2 |
Wl #, ¥ o g, g, sefd—go,
TSl SR Ie—ga &1 N fRy wew ¥ fag
FIAT doi—HSe Al I IRAREY ST &l dfh
# 21 31t gaT fAwels U § | BRI, Foi—aepi
T w1 & 314 € 2 | IS B BB A g
®T I ©; 3T B Fordrl §9 W ge ST aredr
2| 98 AUl TA—HT—¢ AR Siad T R Bl
AT 8 Sodl B 39 QT U AR Bl
FAT 3R AH—gsd FAMT R I B &= Al
2 B Forarl | {1 HoT—HfeR g &R diel g

AR, SF. o5 BN FIT FeIeerd Ta A—HReA, AR
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| qAT BTGR St & &1 e 6 37 31 Ul |
gafsrd fey S 81 FE-aa—ddd 99l Ua
diag—avl €1 feEars <ar € R 39 a1 el &l

feR goar el 7 98d § —
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RAFT B Al ol $ AR H TG 8G
Hl 98 ST § | TaEE 3R SIgRT & w6fe’l |
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ST ST B |

FOTTAT 37U+ URH JIRTE $N@®T & Ui
B g T8 2 aE Al E 8 W P S P 9
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JFgTATal AR WRhyaR 21 FERIE AR
SIS HET ST G- H R AU URAT &M
PR O © b I R BIg AT a<d il &l el
3R F8 Iod § fh—

JIATaRIGS VI A TER ST |
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R ATRIRYT Wh—<T9 &I ol 91 8l T B!
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f'ko % Loz 1 vkj Ixhr
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STIRYT &1 319+ H aHfd aref fur o g1 3R
L ITh TN, ITINOT B A1 Hadl digl & de 4,
IJT TS B HSh™ W, AT Bdcl BEl & SADM | 8
U QR HEHI AR 37 Sl 2 | SHST Jdald I8
2 fh e afth & W & #§ ey wig U R
e ST 9 wu o Ruafay @ e |
T SITdT © | Bet &l dcqd I8 ©, fb do—wR 9
el SR ST M-I P 8T & -Te] |hdT |

Ife I8 99 <, b do—waR & $7 IR,
efierst, =N, <iRadr, faRysm @ & a)

MR B |
Loy vkj Jfr

R 1 afe aR9Ifa far Sie a1 98 98
ey 8, S 6 & 1 SwaRd &8Il 8 | I8 I8
eafy & ST 31U MY Wdhe BIaT § (‘| Iord gfa
WR:"), 3R S 3G B U IMUD! AMHyDb w/Y H
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The Charyapada asa Musical Form : A study

Dr. Tama Debnath*
Dr. Rabindra Bharali**

Abstract

In ancient times, the influence of the religious traditions of the Bengal region had
crossed the modern political boundaries of est and East Bengal. Thereligion and the arts
of Bengal have a historical background of Charyagiti which were composed by the Buddhist
Sddhacharyas with a great spiritual significance. The main object wasto preserve certain
doctrines of Charyapadas and deliver it through songsto the disciples of a certain religious
order. Accordingly, the subject matter of Charyapadas became moreimportant for Buddhist
Sddhacharyas as has been mentioned by some medieval authors in their works. The
composition of Charyapadas were similar to the 'Prabandha’ which is an ancient musical
formmentioned by some renowned authors. Subsequently, the description of musical forms
of Charya became less popular and stressed mainly on melas and ragas. Charya, as we
have surveyed, was meant to be sung as a full-fledged composition in ragas and talas. The
historical background of the Charya herein contains some extra musical elements, such as
a brief history of the Pala Kingdom, Tantric Buddhism and religious background, etc.

Reference to themedieval works in the context of theCharya is rather far- fetched.
Keywords: Charya, Buddhism, Pada, Prabandha, Bengal
Methodolgy : An attempt has been made to analyse the subject through descriptive survey, comparative and

historical methodology.

The Charyapada as a musical form

‘Charyagiti', the song of Buddhist
Siddhacharyas is one of the earliest musical
forms of Bengal. During the rule of the Palas,
the Charyapadas were composed between 950
A.D. and 1200 A.D. The tradition of Buddhism
speaks about 84 Siddhacharyas and many of the
composersof the Charyapadaswere among them
(R.C., 1971). Each 'Pada’ is complete in itself
and does not show any episodical sequence. The
apparent meaning of the songsisunderstandable.

Thetexts of Charyagiti

The texts of the Charyagiti were
discovered by Mahamohopadhyaya Haraprasad
Shastri inthe Nepal Durbar Library in 1907 A.D.

(M.M. Haraprasad, 1959). These songs were
subsequently published in a volume entitled
Hajar Bachorer Purano Bangla Bhashaye
Bauddhagana o Doha in 1916 AD by the
'‘Bangiya SahityaParishad', Calcutta. It contains
forty-six and a half songs. The above volume
contains four separate books viz.

(i) Charyacharyavinishchaya with Sanskrit
commentary;

(ii) Dohakosha of Sarojavajra with Sanskrit
commentary;

(iii) Dohakosha of Krishnacharyapada; and,
(iv) Dakarnava. (Suniti, 1970.).

* Assistant Professor, Bhavan's Tripura College of Teacher Education, Narsingarh, Agartala, West Tripura
** Assistant Professor, Department of Music, Tripura University (A Central University), Suryamaninagar, Agartala,

West Tripura
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L anguage of Charyapadas

Dr Ram Chandra Shukla maintai ns that
the language of the Charyapadas is old Hindi.
(Ramchandra, 2015). Dr. D.C. Sen observesthat
the language of the Charya songs does not
represent any recognized school of old Bengali
and it should be regarded as 'Prakrit' or
'Apabhramsha by which namesthey were known
at thetime of their composition. (Dinesh, 1954).
Dr. Sukumar Sen says in this regard, "The
language of the songs naturally shows some
features that are distinctly Laukika, and some
that are common to the eastern and western New
Indo- Aryan speeches at their earlier stage, but
thereisno doubt regarding the essential Bengali
stamp on its grammar, idiom and syntax.
Besides, the contents of the songs indicate that
the poets were thoroughly acquainted with
Bengali lifeand environs' (Sukumar, 1960). The
renowned philologist, Dr. Sunil Kumar
Chatterjee comments that the language of the
Charyas has the genuine vernacular of Bengal
at its basis (Suniti, 1970). Further, he suggests,
the language of the Charyas seems to be based
onWest Bengal dialect. Some of itsformsbelong
rather to West Bengal than to East Bengal"
(Suniti, 1970).

Charya asa musical form

The most striking point about the
Siddhacharyas is that they knew music. We do
not have any evidence of it in their biographical
dataavailableto us. But there are circumstantial
evidences to prove it. First, for each Giti, a
particular raga has been mentioned.

The Charya has its own literary and
spiritual significance. If we think musically, it
is no less important. Another most interesting
pointisthat undoubtedly Charyawas sung based
on some special Ragas. It is clear that Charya
was acomplete musical form which finds place
among the Prabandhas (compositions) in ancient
time. To assess its musical value, we shall first

IAH 2025

discuss the Charya as Prabandhain the shastras
chronologically.

The Prabandha as a composition

'Prabandha as a circumscribed form of
music is to be found as early as the 8th century
A.D. in Matanga's ‘ Brihaddeshi’. However, the
elucidation of 'Prabandha’ as found in
Sharangdeva's ‘ Sangita Ratnakara’ is par
excellence. In the fourth chapter, while
discussing the 'Ganabheda, Sharangdeva says:
Gana is two-fold, Nibadha and Anibadha.
(Maharana, 1963).

'Prabandhas’ are broadly divided into
two groups, like 'Aniryukta and 'Niryukta
‘Nirukta Prabandhas’ were governed by strict
rules of tala, chhanda, etc. which could not be
altered where as Aniruktya had no such rules.
Sharangdeva deals with classified Prabandhas
under three heads-Suda, Alisamshraya and
Viprakirna. They are eight, twenty-four and
thirtysix in number respectively.

Sharangdevadescribesthe Charyaunder
‘Viprakirna class. But we ought to take note of
a pre Ratnakara work of great importance
‘Manasollasa’. It is an encyclopedic Sanskrit
work by Someshwara Ill, a Chalukya king of
Kalyana. The work was written in 1129 A.D.
Someshwara has been frequently quoted by
Sharangdeva as an authority on Indian music.

The chapters on music (vocal and
instrumental music) and dance, from part of the
fourth Vimshati, namely Vinoda, Prabandha,
bothin Sanskrit and Prakrit languages, have been
described in the ‘ Gita-Vinoda', the chapter on
vocal music. Charya finds a prominent place
among the compositions mentioned therein.

Charya asa Prabandha

In the history of Indian Music, the first
Sanskrit work on Deshi music is Matanga's
‘Brihaddeshi’ (800 A.D.) where forty-eight
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'Prabandhas were described. From thereference
of Prof. KrishnaBisht it may be clear that "The
Charyais conspicuous by its absence. If we are
to accept the date of the Charya between the Sth
and the 12th centuries, then the omission is
understandable. However, in the ‘ Brihaddeshi’,
Gauda Ela — composed in the language of
Gauda i.e. Bengal- is found. The Charya had
some resemblance with the ancient Gauda Ela.
With the passage of time Gauda Ela had
undergone certain changes but in the Charya
someof themweretill extant”, (Krishna, 1986).

However, the credit for mentioning the
Charyaasafull- fledged 'Prabandha for thefirst
time goes to Someshwara. It is interesting that
the next Sanskrit musical work mentioning the
Charyais by Someshwra's son Jagadekamalla.
Hisnameoccursin‘ Sangit Ratnakara’ with those
of hisfather and grand-father. The name of the
treatise attributed to Jagadekamalla is * Sangita
Chintamoni’. The date of composition of this
work has been fixed between 1138-1150A.D. It
is a small work and as such does not describe
every topic in detail. In the 'Prabandhakaranam'’
he mentionsthe Charya. (Jagadekamalla, 1958).

Following the line of Someshwara,
Sharangdevagivesfurther details of the Charya.
In contrast to his predecessors Sharangdevas
approach to every topic is detailed. ‘ Sangita
Ratnakara isan outstanding work in the world
of Indian Music. The topics dealt with therein,
areremarkablefor clarity and scholarship of the
author. Unlike Someshwara's‘ Manosollasa', its
entire subject matter is on the threefold art of
Indian Music.

In the 14th century we come across an
interesting work, ‘Sangita Upanishat
Saroddhard . Itisan abridged version of abigger
and possibly more comprehensive work called
‘Sangitopanisat’ (Sudhakalasha, 1961) written
intheyear 1350A.D. by Vachana Charya Sudha
Kamsha of the Shvetambara Jain Community.

faer e anftie oy afoehr, W@ Sa=dt o, 2ieh-25

Themost voluminous Sanskrit work on
music is ‘Sangita Rgja’ or ‘ Sangita Mimamsal
which was written in the 15th century by Rana
Kumbha. The book has been divided by five
chapters called 'Ratnakoshas' dealing with
Pathya, Gita, Vadya, Nritya and Rasa
respectively. In the present context, the "Gita
Ratnakosha" is to be taken into account, which
contains four 'Ullasas’, one of them being
'Prabandhollasa’. The fourth Prakirna of the
'Prabandhollasa ison 'Prakirna Prabandhas, the
other three being on Gitaka, Sudaand Alikrama
respectively.

Another South Indian work that is
relevant in the present context is the
‘ Chaturdandiprakashika’ of Venkatmukhi. (1620
A.D.) Chatura Damodara wrote in his ‘ Sangita
Darpan’ nearly fifty yearsbefore the composition
of * Chaturdandiprakashika'.

In 17th century Persian work ‘Raga
Darpan’ by Fagirullah, dealing with Indian
Music, 'Prabandha’ has been mentioned asamere
musical form, like Dhrupad, etc, as against its
varieties and classes described in Sanskrit
musical treatises. To quote Fagirullah,
"Prabandha was composed in two movements;
itisamusical formin praiseof God (Gita). Init,
therewere sometraces of Dhrupad; but Dhrupad
did not originate from it only. "(Rajeshwar,
1371).

To resume our survey of the medieval
works, we shall now take up Ahobalas ‘ Sangita
Parijata . The first khanda of * Sangita Parijatal
named 'Raga-gita-vicharah' contain Suda,
Alikrama and Viprakirna Prabandhas and the
Charyacomesinthelist of thirty-six "Viprakirna
Prabandha.

Charyapada and Raga

Inthe present collection of 'Charyagitis,
17 ragas are found which are - Patamanjari,
Gavada or Gauda, Aru, Gunjari or Gujjari,
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Devakri, Deshakha, Bhairavi, Kamoda,
Dhanashi, Ramakri, Baradi or Balladi, Shavari
or Shivari, Mallari, Malasi, Malasigabuda,
Kanhagunjari, and Bangala. Most of these names
of ragas are familiar to the present-day
musicians. Many of the above ragas are found
in the ancient Shastras. However due to the
impact of local usage some of the ragas have
dlightly changed namesin the Charyagitikosha.

Thelist of the 17 ragas has been drawn
inthe Sangit Ratnakara (13th century). Herea so
the name of the ragas are mentioned in brackets
fromthetext 'Charyagitis:- Devakri, Deshakhya
(Deshakha), Dhannasi (Dhaanasi, Dhanasi),
Bangala, Bhairavi, Malhari, Malavashri
(Malasi), Gurjari (Gunjari, Gujjari), Gauda
(Gavada), Kamoda, Ramakri, Barati (Baradi,
Balladi). The next list of ragas of Sangita Rgja
are — Madhyamadi, Lalita, Vasanta, Gurjari,
Dhannasika, Bhairava, Gaudakriti, Deshakhya,
Malavashri, Kedara, Malava, Gauda, Shriraga,
Malhara, Megha, Natta, Saptadasha, Bangala,
Marutkriti etc. For various reasons, the Ragas
mentioned in ‘Sangit Ratnakara’ and ‘ Sangit
Raja have not been deciphered by modern
scholars.

Sharangdeva mentioned Gurjari,
whereas Matanga clearly mentions Gunjari, as
one of theright bhasas of Malavakaisha. It seems
that the name Baradi or Balladi was the shadow
of Barati. The name Shivari or Saviri has
resemblance with the name of Sauviri whichis
knownas Shastrikaraga. Two namesresembling
Shivari or Shavari have been traced in ‘ Sangita
Raja (1449A.D.), fori.e. Savari and Shambari.
Inthetext * Sangitsarasangraha’, the name Saviri
mentioned asashadavaraga. It isvery interesting
to say that Fagirullah mentioned the name
Shivari in hiswork Raga Darpan (17th century)
asaragini of Makaus. (Hariharnivas, 2010).

Musical Instrument used in Charypada

Certain musical instruments have been
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used for accompaniment. In musical treatisesthe
percussion to be played with Charya-Prabandha
has been mentioned as Mandidakka' In
Mandidhakka, the Pataksharais composed asin
Hudukka. The centre of the circle and the rope
should be struck with the left hand. The mouth
of the instrument at the right hand should be
played with the right hand. On the occasion of
worship of the Goddess Shakti and in the process
of singing the Charya, Mandidakka should be
played with special efforts by the experienced
and well versed.

Sharangdeva also prescribes the same
percussion instrument to be played with Charya
songs. In the 'Vadyadhyaya' of his Sangit
Ratnakar the structure and techniques of playing
the Mandidakka have been described.

The 'Mandidakka is similar to 'Dakka
However (the difference is that) its length is
sixteen angulas; the two heads should be eight
angulaseach in circumference. At the centrethe
circumference should be sixteen angulas.
Mandidakka does not have Argala (bolts for
fastening) or Kachchha (hemming or lacings).
On the upper head, there should be two circular
rings.Mandidaka is to be played in the singing
of Charya and the worship of Shakti.

Tala of Charya

Charya was a 'Taravali' type of
Prabandha having two angas, pada and tala. In
musical treatises 'Dvitiya tala' has been
prescribed for it. Description of 'Dvitiyatala' is
found in the fifth chapter titled "Taladhyaya of
‘Sangita Ratnakara . Like gitas, talas are also of
two kinds,'Marga and 'Deshi’ tala. 'Dvitiyatala
was one of the 120 Deshi talas. In the words of
Sharangdeva, "Dvitiyatala has two drutas and
one laghu. Thetalais expressed as: 00 (i.e. two
drutas) (one Laghu)"(Sharangdeva, 1959).

The Charya was a Niryukta Prabandha
having specific metre and tala. But in the present
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collection of ‘ Charyagitis,” no mention of talais
found. The reason for not maintaining the name
or names of tala makes us conjecture that some
common and wellknown talas were used for all
the Charya songs. However, in the Tibetan
translation of Charyagitis, two talas named
'Indratala’ and 'Ekatala are found. The former
has been mentioned as araga (Indratalaraga) in
giti no, 24. The original (kishnacharyapa) is
missing. The Charyagiti set to Ekatala and in
Mallari raga, composed by Bhusukupais to be
found in the original also, but without mention
of any tala.

The Charyahas metreslike Padhadi etc;
at the end of each foot thereisrhyme, thetheme
is of spiritual import and the talas used are
Dvitiya, etc. Thetalaisdvitiya, thereisprasaat
theend of each foot, and theimport of spiritualist
jéti istaravali, having two angas, like pada and
tala; it has three dhatus, like udgraha, dhruva
and abhoga.

Heretherulesof Padhadi Chhandahave
not been followed strictly. But this applies to
recitation only. If we consider the above padas
from the point of view of singing, which they
were primarily intended for, then some laxity
may be allowed, e.g. in singing, rules of Laghu,
Guru etc. are not so rigidly observed as in
recitation. Not even in the padas given by
Somesha (mentioned earlier) do we come across
Padhadi Chanda. Inthisconnection, it would not
be out of context to refer to the remarks made
on Swami Haridasa's padas by the eminent Hindi
scholar, Pt. Ram Chandra Shukla in his Hindi
Sahitya ka Itihas. According to him, Haridasa's
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expression is somewhat rigged. He made this
remark, of course, fromtheliterary point of view.
Intheworld of music, Haridasa's padas are very
popular for they are very well suited to musical
rendition.

While dealing with the Gana Elas,
Sharangdeva speaks of some optionswith regard
to the use of Laghu (short and Guru (long) as
and when occasion arises. Some of them may
be explainedwith the help of Simhabhupala's
commentary, such as Vapadante, even a
‘hrasvaletter at the end of apadamay beregarded
asaGuru by option. In modern Ragadari music,
we do not bother about the metre of the verse
that is being sung; rather we take liberties with
it to meet the exigencies of metre of the tala or
the phrases of theragain whichit isbeing sung.
As we know, each of the Charyapadas had
specificragafor itsrendition. Assuch they were
of classical form and certainly allowed some
kind of license for breaking the rules of metre.

These divisions and subdivisions
indi cate the possi ble absence of auniform metre
in the Charya and the Sangita Ratnakara itself
confirmsthisfact when it mentionstwo varieties
of Charya, like Purna and Apurna of which the
latter did not consist of complete metre; but it
was an accepted from of the Charya. Moreover,
Kallinatha's explanation for 'Vishamal) hruva
shows that there was ample scope for
lengthening or shortening of dhatus (perhaps
depending on the nature of tune) since the
Udgraha could be longer or shorter than the
Dhruvaor vice versa.

Table of Charyagitis

Name of Composer Serial no of songs

Luipa 1,29
Kukkuripa 2,20, 48
Biruba or Biruapa 3

Name of Raga Total no of Padas
Patamanjari 2
Gabada, Patamanjari 3
gabada 1
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Gundaripa

Chattilya or Chatilapa

bhushukupa

Kanhapa or
Krishnacharyapa or

Krishnapa or Krishnavajrapa

Kambalamba rapa
Dombopa

Shantipa

M ahidharapa
Vinapa
Sarahapa

Tantripa
Dhamapa
Jayanandi
Kaunkanapa
Aryadeva
Shavarapa
Darikapa
Bhadepa
Tadakapa
Dhendanapa

4
5

6,21,23,27,30,41,
43,49

7.9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
18, 19, 24, 36, 40,
42,45

14
15, 26

16
17
22, 32, 38,39

25*
47

46
44

31
28,50
34

35

37

33

Aru
gurjari

Patamanjari, Baradi,
Kamoda, Mallari,

Kanhugunjari, Bangal
Patamanjari, Deshakha,

Bhairavi, Kamoda,

Gauda, Malasigabuda,

Mallari
Devakri
Dhanasi

Ramakri, Savari or
Shibari

Bhairavi
Patamanjai

Gunjari, Deshakha,
Bhairavi, Malas

Raga not mentioned
Gurjari

Sabari

Mallari

Patamanjari

Balladi, Ramakri
Baradi

Mallari

Karnoda

Patamanjari

0o

13

D

N S N e S e e e e T

1

IAH 2025

Itisextremely difficult, in most cases, to fix the date or personal facts of these Siddhacharyas
for want of ample corroboration. Scholars have attempted to build up some sort of biographi calsketch
but, again, there istoo much of controversy among them.

In the forgoing study an attempt has been made to trace the elements of the forms of the
regional music 'Charya’ in ancient musical treatises. After a survey of these treatises, it has been
found that the 'Charya was a'ViprakirnaPrabandha of Taravali jati having two angaslike 'Pada and
‘Tala. It had three dhatus - Udgraha, Dhruva and Abhoga, and the metre was 'Paddhadi'. So far
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scholars have referred to only three works
"Manasollasa", "Sangita Ratnakara " and
"ChaturdandiPrakashika", with regard to the
'‘Charya In the present work the '‘Charya’ as a
'Prabandha(musical form) has been searched not
only intheabovethreeworksbut alsoin‘* Sangita
Chaudamani’, ‘Sangita Samayasara’,
‘Sangitapanishad Sarodhara’, ‘Sangita Raja’,
‘SangitaDarpan’ and * Sangita Parijata’ . Survey
of these works has proved to be very fruitful;
many facts have emerged to establish certain
theories, such as the question of the prevalence
of the 'Char-yatill aslate as the 17th century.
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Ganjam District: A Window of Folk Performance:
With Special Referenceto Prahlada Nataka

faer e anftie oy afoehr, W@ Sa=dt o, 2ieh-25

Dhananjay Kumar*
Dr. Nirgj Kumar**

Abstract

Prahlada Nataka isa highly stylized theatrical performance of Odisha. Generally,
Prahlada Nataka means play or drama. This tradition is not very old, but the theatrical
elements and forms it embodies are very rich, like any other folk, classical, or traditional
performance. This performance started and flourished in the court of Raja Ramakrishna.
Prahlad Nataka is an exemplification of great success because of its style and presentation,
which are unique, very attractive, and entertaining. The performance is simplistic, with
long texts and some long-duration acts. Prahlada Nataka has one hundred and twenty
songsinaplay. Many ragas, talas, and songs are interconnected through dial ogue. The text
was taken from the Nrusingha Rasa of the 18th century and was written by Natabara
Bhramarabara. (Pattanaik, 1998) It is based on the mythol ogical story of Bhakta Prahlada
and the demon king Hiranyakashipu. Often, performances are held on an open stage in the
village street or on temple grounds. The makeup and costumes of the charactersare similar
to those of Terukkuttu in Tamil Nadu and Yakshagana in Andhra Pradesh (Lal, 2004). This
paper focuses on a brief study of Prahlada Nataka's performance and cover svarious aspects
of performancetradition and the present status. This paper isintended to inspirethe younger
generation, motivate them to study and preserve their culture, and also attract them to

relook at their folk performances in the twenty-first century.

Keywords: Prahlada Nataka, Ganjam District, Tradition, Mythology, Performance.

Methodology: The paper will be based on secondary sources mostly involving analysis and interpretation,
comprising of digital and traditional sourcessuch as YouTubevideos, digital and soft content available
on the internet, magazines, books, journals, textbooks, report, paper, photos, and e-books. The
methodology involves the analysis and interpretation of available secondary sources on various

platforms.

I ntroduction :

Prahlad Nataka is a play or act
performed on the cult of Bhakta Prahlad and
therefore deeply rooted in Indian mythology.
Prahlad Nataka's performance is a true
combination of an art form that represents true
Indian wisdom by incorporating tribal elements,
classical elements, and the folk element of
Odisha. The Prahlad Nataka involves loud

music, high-note singing, highly energetic dance
steps, dramatic did ogue ddlivery, regiona Indian
acrobatics, and many other specific skill sets
demanded from the performer. Rural populations
express themselves through various art forms,
including song, dance, and plays. The rural
people of India are the only hand-holders and
whole-souls of theseart forms prevalent inrural
India. Most of the folk performances are

* Assistant Professor (DramalTheatre), Department of Education, Mahila College, Chaibasa,
** Assistant Professor of Performing Arts (Theatre Arts), Department of Liberal Arts, Tripura University

(A Central University)

[102]



faer e anftie oy afoehr, W0 St o, 3ieh-25

exclusively associated with thereligious culture
of India. The performance follows a set of
religious rituals. Even in modern times when
these folk art forms are in deep thread from
digital entertainment still, the villagers are the
participants and patrons of these art forms.

Prahlada Nataka is a highly stylized
theatrical performance of Odisha, prevalent
especialy in the Ganjam district. The play is
written in Sanskrit and the colloquial Odia
language. Generally, Prahlada Nataka means a
play or drama. In the performance, the act will
be highly dramatic and combined with raucous
music. Thetradition of Performanceisnot very
old, but what it embodies is very rich, like
classical and traditional forms of thestre. One
can say that within all performances spectrum
among the Odia land the Prahlada Nataka of
Ganjam district is prominent. Ganjam is known
for PrahladaNataka where this form of theatre
is prevalent. Prahlada Nataka has a total of 18
feudatory chiefs who used to call themselves
Rajas. They were big landholders or zamindars
with zamindari, but their financial position was
not perfect, Raja's were great patrons of art,
culture, and literature. The state of Odisha is
known as a culturaly fertile land in India. In
Odisha, there are noted poets of medieval Odia
like Upendra Bhanja, Kavisurya Baladev Rath,
and Gopalkrishna Pattanaik. All of these poets
belong to the Ganjam district. Their music and
drama are quite popular, but the lyrics are more
prominent and are sung almost in every house
in Odisha. In the late 19th century, Raja
Ramakrishna was ruler of Jalantar, Presently
situated in Srikakulam district, Andhra Pradesh.
The Raja was not only a great lover of poetry
but also of dance, drama, and music. He ruled
from 1857 to 1905. It is he who first practised
and introduced Prahlad Nataka. According to
history, Ragjawas aliberal patron of the arts. He
ran into debate and could not pay the annual
revenue to the British Governor. That's why the
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British government sold the state to the Rgja of
Vijayanagar.

According to history, Ramakrishna
Chhotray waswritten by Gopinath Parichhaand
belonged to the Paralakhemundi. A feudatory
state joined Jalantar. It was popularized and
flourished by the court of King Raja
Ramakrishna. Mistakenly some historians have
mentioned his name as the author of the play.
The play was a great success because its
popularistic style of staging and presentation
which became very famous. It was written by
Rajas Kishore, Chandra Harichandan Jagadeb,
Ray of Surangi, Padamanava Deo of
Paralaakhemundi, and Ramchandra Sur Deo of
Tarala. Theseareall playswritten by court poets
and patronized by theking. Later on, all theplays
were edited and published by the government
of Odisha, and the manuscripts were preserved
in the Madras Oriental Manuscript Library.
These all manuscripts were collected in 1938
for public use.

Prahlada Nataka's performance style
and the sensein which it is being presented are
in contrast to classical dramas. It has long text
and some long-duration scenesor acts. Itisnear
the Suanga folk theatre form of Odisha
(Pattanaik, 1998). In the Prahlada Nataka
performance, al the characters sing, dance, and
act. The associations of Prahlada Nataka with
the suanga folk theatre are highlighted by the
varied scholar mostly due to the mythological
similarities. The suanga plays mostly represent
themythological story (Lal, 2004). The play has
twenty male characters and five female
characters. Besides the gahtaka, thereis a chief
singer and commentator, the chorus
instrumentist. Saraswati, Diti (Hirnayakashipu
mother), Kayadhu or Leelavati (his wife),
Bhudevi, God of Earth, Dasi (maidservant) -
these are all female characters, and Lord
Ganesha, Brahma, Indra, Narada,
Hiranyakashipu, Prahlad, Mantri, Shukracharya
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Chandramarka (son of Shukracharya), Rishi,
Sutradhara, Clara, Dwari, Senry, Asura, Balika,
Gajikarna, Mahunta Shahpura, Kapta, and
Narsimha are all male characters.

In the Prahlad Nataka performance, the
Ghat (chief singer) plays an important role in
theentireact. Heisthe chief singer of the Nataka
duetowhich heisqualified to sing the specified
songsin the play. He singsin praise of the gods
and goddesses. When he is on the stage, his
diaoguesarein Sanskritized Odialanguage. The
gataka plays the harmonium and sings mostly
the tarasptak or tevrasaptak, and the chorus
always sings, supports, and plays the cymbals.

In the performance, there are four pairs
of cymbals two drums (mardala), two long
trumpets (used only for hearing the appropriate
entry of theking), amukhaveena (like ashehnai
or wind instrument), and sometimes conch when
Narsimha enters the stage. All musical
instruments stand behind the gataka. The
drumming and playing are always being played
on high notes.

Prahlada Nataka uses more than 120
songs and the songs set the mood with the usage
of the particular ragasand talaas. Therefore, one
can find the enormous use of traditional tunes
in music including raga, talaand lylics, the use
of traditional ethnic tunesisthe main reason that
music is more dominant in the play or
performance. Equally more often the songs are
linked with the dialogues in the whole
performance. The song issung in thetraditional
style with localized flavour. Every scene opens
with theloud music played by the orchestrateam.
At the time of opening any of the new scenes,
the use of mandalais very unique, evident with
the use of peculiar patterns of talas. Among the
local audience, musical characters are very
popular, which is being referred to as Sangeet
Pralaad Nataka (Jiban, 2004).

The theme of the Natakais exclusively
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based only on the mythology. According to
Indian mythol ogy, Brahmaisthe god of creation,
Vishnu is the god of preservation, and Mahesh
(Lord Shiva) is the god of destruction. As per
Hindu belief lord Vishnu took ten avatarson the
earth. In the play lord Vishnu represents the
creation of Narasimha in the half-men and
half-lion avatar in Prahlada Nataka. In Purana,
each avatar is elaborately described, like the
matsyapurana, kurmapurana, varahpurana, etc.
Narasimha Purana was written in the 14th
century by Pitambar Das, one Natabara
Bharamarabaraal so wrote Nrusmbharasain the
18th century.

One mythological story is also
connected with Prahlada Nataka. The story
behind the incarnation of the lord is- that
Hiranyakashipu had a brother who himself was
involved in dragging the earth into the ocean,
Lord Vishnu rescued the earth and killed the
demon by taking the incarnation of boar
(barahaavatara). This is the main reason why
Hiranakyakashipu decided to take revenge on
Lord Vishnu. After many years of remaining
patient and offering service to lord Brahma, he
won the blessings of Lord Brahma (the god of
creation), who gave awish that he would not be
killed in the day or at night by a weapon or by
any human-made arms, inside or the outside
the house. No man, nor god, or neither any
demon will kill you that is the time when
Hiranyakashipu feels nobody on earth is good
enoughto kill him. A few dayslater, he declared
himself God and hated people who prayed to
Lord Vishnu. But planned by God, Vishnu
decided to bhakt Prahlada, who was born as the
son of Hiranyakashipu. Bhakta Prahladaaways
prays to Vishnu. That's why Hiranyakshipu
always angers his son Prahladaand gives hints:
don't pray to Vishnu; heisnot agod; heisalire;
| amthegod. Many times, Hirnayakashipu warns
Prahlada, but Prahlada does as usual. At that
time, Hirnyakashipu wanted to kill Prahladabut
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always failed due to the effects of Lord Vishnu
Bhakti. Every attempt to kill his son failed, as
he protected himself with the blessing of God
Vishnu. Oneday King Hirnayakashipu asked his
son Pralada, Whereisyour God? Show me. Then
Prahlad told him that God Vishnu was
everywhere, even in the pillars of the house.
Fromthepillar thelord Narasimhaemerged, with
a man and half lion, appearing neither in day
nor at night, without the use of any weapon,
neither inside nor outside, not man or animal,
not a god nor a demon Narasimha is the
combination of men and lion posture. Narsimbha
held Hirnakashipu to lie on hislap; hetore apart
his belly with sharp clowns and killed
Hirnakashipu.

PrahladaNataka performanceis held in
an open area of the street or temple premises. In
the performance, generally, a wooden platform
used which provide the height to the whole
performance, especially the Hirnayakashipu
position is being placed high through the use of
a wooden platform. During the entire
performance, Hirnayakashipu's position is
placed high and shown elevated to the audience
through the small technique of a wooden
platform. Wooden platform elevate his character
and enhances him as a king in the play.
Performance spacesare 20 x 30 feet and covered
with plastic or sometimes clothes.

In generad, in every folk performance
actorsawaysuse makeup. Asusua, itisevident
in PrahladaNataka where actors also apply
makeup and use suggestive costumes. Narasimha
uses sandal paste applied to the forehead and a
mask that is made of softwood and brightly
painted in dark green and red. A few masks are
very old, more than 100 years; these masks are
marks preserved in the temple by the villagers
(John Emigh and Kapila Vatsayan, 1994). As
one can see most Indian folk or ritual
performances start with prayers, therefore, the
practiceiscommon and often similar to Prahlada
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Nataka, which startswith music, loud drumming
and prayers. In the prayer Sutradhara, pray to
Bigneswara (Lord Ganesha), the son of Lord
Shiva. The boy enters of stage and takes a
position like Lord Ganesha, The rest all the
character prays to lord Ganesha and take
blessings for the success of the performance.
Ganeshain hisblessing says. "KalyanaKayana
Kalyana' after Ganesha's prayer. The God of
Knowledge, Saraswati, is being asked to give
blessings. Once all ritualistic affairs are
performed and end the main performance is
staged by the performer.

The full performance takes almost 12
hours to perform, it starts at night and ends in
early morning. Many times, two teams perform
the same scene due to competition in acrobatics,
athletics, singing, dancing, and many more
becausetheactorsarethemost skilledinall these
things. A child actor starts the performance at
five or ten years old, and slowly he becomes a
master of his craft. In Prahlada Nataka, all
characters are dressed beautifully, especially
Hirnayakashipu, who wears a beautiful long
brown beard and moustache. In dressing up,
many characters in Prahlada Nataka wear
Churidaarpyjama, turbans, etc.

Theform of survival

Today'sfew Prahlada Natakagroupsare
run by villagers, and many groups leave the
performance due to an economic crisis. Most
actors are unpaid, and gurus live in poverty
condition. Nowadays, faster access to the
internet isalso amajor reason for thelow interest
in performance and therefore, it poses a big
challenge to the folk performance group. Some
amateur groups perform at fairsand festivalsdue
to their inherent entertainment quality and due
to social association with the performances.
Thesedays, the government al so organizes some
programs for preserving performances, which
areoperated by Sangeet Natak Academi, Odisha,
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Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi and through
various government institutions and agencies.

Conclusion

In this study, an attempt is being made
tofind and record the origin, confront the history,
and enquire about the religious association
with the nature of the performance of Prahlad
Nataka

Nowadays, performance is decreasing
due to inactive youth and the new start from
Sutradhar Nataka performance switch to again
cycleand predict performance, but continuously
increasing digital platform in the 21st era, so
audience lost. Odisha's culture is exceptionally
vibrant than that of other statesin India. Indian
culture of the countries, so we have to talk and
we have to respond to preserve the culture, so
we have to organize time-to-time performances
and domestic festival eventsto do and perform,
and our perspective is also to lose the
performance shift and come cultures to revive
in the Ganjam district and Odisha.
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A Review on Oriental Musicin European Notation by A.M. Chinnaswami

Mudaliar and Elements of Western Music by P. Sambamoorthy

M. Sharana Sree*

Abstract

The exploration of musical traditions typically means crossing cultural borders,
and this attempt has been seen in the works of AM Chinnaswami Mudaliar and
P. Sambamoorthy. These two authors exemplify such a tendency in their creations Oriental
Music in European Notation by A.M. Mudaliar and Elements of Western Music by
P. Sambamoorthy.

In his work, Mudaliar probes deeply into the complex melodies and rhythms of
Oriental music to provide a bridge for wester n-trained musiciansto grasp eastern musical
traditions and appreciate them more fully. By this painstaking transcription and analysis,
Mudaliar demystifiesragas, thalams, and other elemental features of Indian classical music
that can then be comprehended by musicians who have grown up within the framework of
wester n knowledge systems.

However, Sambamoorthy’s research on Western music acts as a backdrop to
under standing musical conceptsfor performerswhose background isembedded in Eastern
traditions. Here, Sambamoorthy breaks down the theoretical foundation for western
harmony, counter point aswell asformso that reader s are equipped with requisite resources
needed to take part in a wider range of music while still being able to maintain their
originality. Here, in this Journal Mudaliar's methods with regard to those used by
Sambamoorthy are reviewed here.

Keywords : European Notation, Western Music , Elements of Western Music, Musical traditions, Cultural

diversity , Theoretical concepts of WWestern music.

Methodology :

Thisliterature review should present a detailed overview of already available information sources
on European notation and oriental music, focusing on A.M Chinnaswami Mudaliar works and P
Sambamoorthy’s Elements of western music.

To create a basis for this study, identifying the major themes and methodol ogies from the previous
research is significant to understand .

The content of both Authors are analysed to under stand their approachesto cross-cultural musical
integration.

Comparative analysis of these works include notation systems, theoretical frameworks, pedagogical
strategies that mediate East — West musical traditions. This will also help to identify where they
agree or differ in terms of perspectives, methodologies and contribution towards a global
under standing of cross-cultural musical interactions.

Introduction fertile ground for innovation and inspiration in

musical stylesfrom various culturesserved asa

music. A.M. Chinnaswami Mudaliar’s* Oriental
Music in European Notation” and P.
Sambamoorthy’s* Elements of Western Music”

Since time immemorial, blending

*M.E., M.A, M.Phil - Music, Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University, Hyderabad.
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stands as asignificant work that addresses the
fusion of Eastern and Western music from
different perspectives. Mudaliar’s objective is
to change Oriental Musicinto European notation
thereby allowing thosetrained in Western music
to discover the subtleties of Eastern musical
traditions. On the other hand, Sambamoorthy
discussesthetheoretical basisfor western music
which adds value to the understanding of
practitioners coming from eastern musical
backgrounds.

This overview aims at investigating
how Mudaliar and Sambamoorthy narrow down
the gap between Oriental and Western music by
discussing their methodol ogies, perspectivesand
implications. It will examine both authors’
contents so as to understand how they can
enhance cross-cultural relations through their
writings. Lastly, it situatesthese textswithin the
larger context of historical interactionsbetween
East and West in terms of musical practices.

This review aims to expound on
Mudaliar and Sambamoorthy initiatives in
enhancing cultural interactions among
communities of music lovers as well as
promoting better insight into the variety of
musical expression by people throughout the
globe. Thisjournal focuses on the contribution
towards a more detailed understanding of this
through an analysis of where Oriental meets
Western music through their compositions,
examining how these occurrences are loaded
with different meanings. In addition, we will
look at what all this means for music education
globally, performances, and academic research
donein today’s interrelated world.

Textual analysis

A.M. Chinnaswami Mudaliar’'s
“Oriental Music in European Notation” and P.
Sambamoorthy’s* Elements of Western Music”
provide different insights on how Eastern and
Western music can beintegrated together. These
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two great works contain the ideas, plans and
contributions to East-West musical connection
which iswithin them.

Mudaliar’'s “Oriental Music in
European Notation”, was perhaps the first
attempt to trandlate the intricacies of Oriental
music into anotation system familiar to western
trained musicians. Mudaliar seeks to make
Indian classical music more accessible for a
wider public through an elaborate process of
transcription and analysis. The writer provides
explanations and examples for some basic
concepts such as ragas, talas, melodic
ornamentations among others. Thisbook isused
by both Western musicianswho wish to explore
oriental forms of music but also as a testament
to the cosmic quality of music that traverses
boundaries.

In contrast, Sambamoorthy’s* Elements
of Western Music” goes into theoretical
foundations of western music that supplement
and broaden the perspectives of practitioners
from an eastern musical background. He
provides insight into the include harmony,
counterpoint and form. Sambamoorthy
simplifies Western music by putting it into a
critical theoretical framework that
contextualises the whole meaning and allows
retaining cultural identity for different genres
and styles.

Mudaliar and Sambamoorthy use their
respective works to promote intercultural
musical understanding employing contrasting
approaches. While Mudaliar has a practical
approach where he uses transcription and
analysis in order to bridge the gap between
Oriental and Western notation systems,
Sambamoorthy addresses the subject
theoretically i.e. within a larger theoretical
context aiming at furthering practitioners’
understanding who have been rooted in Eastern
traditions.
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However, they both share the same
target by promoting cultures and how diverse
music is expressed globally. Hence,
professionalswhosefocusis Oriental music will
find these books essential references. By doing
this, Mudaliar and Sambamoorthy represent a
more inclusive pluralistic perspective that
enrichesits theory.

Comparative Analysis

A.M. Chinnaswami Mudaliar’'s
“Oriental Music in European Notation” and P.
Sambamoorthy’s* Elements of Western Music”
are two essential sources that offer contrasting
views on how far Eastern and Western music
styles have been mixed. Drawing comparisons
between these landmark publications, we will
be able to see the convergence and diverge in
terms of methods used, approachestaken aswell
as what each brings to cross-cultural
understanding.

Strategy

Mudaliar’s strategy was redlistic; this
based on practical rather than theoretical
consideration. He focuses on inscribing and
explicating Oriental music using the European
notation. Heintendsto create atangiblelink for
musicians trained in the West associated with
traditions of Orient.

On the other hand, Sambamoorthy’s
method istheoretical; he putsWestern musicinto
alarger theory context. In thisregard, he makes
it difficult for an East-based practitioner to
understand the principles like harmony,
counterpoint and form.

M ethodologies

Mudaliar’s technique makes use of
transcription and analysis to translate Eastern
musi ¢ into Western notation. He explainsragas,
talas, ornamentation etc in detail to help western
musi cians understand them clearly.

fasr fiege anftfer vty afierr, @ sa=dt o, 3fh-25

Sambamoorthy’s aim isto develop the
theoretical foundation of Western music by
providing a general analytical framework for
reading and interpreting musical works, such as
tonality, modulation, etc.

Per spectives

Mudaliar sees the quality of involving
or being shared by all people in expressing
himself through music by highlighting
similarities surrounded by oriental and western
music irrespective of cultural differences. The
author wants to make it possible for Oriental
mel odies not to be regarded as exotic sounds by
the West.

Sambamoorthy reflects on the
distinctiveness between East-West musical
traditions while calling for more inclusive
approaches towards musical studies and
practice. The author asks us to consider how
Oriental/Western styles contribute to fusion that
enriches art.

Contribution

Mudaliar’'s work contributes towards
expanding horizons of Oriental music to
encompass new audiences thereby serving as a
practical European musicians' handbook on
exploring Eastern musical genres. His efforts
have made cross-cultural conversations and
global cultural interactions possible.

The work by Sambamoorthy extends
understanding of Western music to those who
are rooted in Indian traditions, offering a
theoretical framework that transcends all
cultural boundaries. Hisinsights promote greater
appreciation for the world’s diverse musical
expressions and foster collaboration between
different cultures.

Conclusion

In this study, the authors have taken
different approaches and methods in order to
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combine Oriental and Western music; however,
they are complementary in terms of enhancing
intercultural understanding in terms of music.
They closethe gap between Eastern and Western
musical traditions through their works, making
our global musical culturericher.

By trandlating the Oriental music to the
European notation, Mudaliar gives a hand to
Western-trained musicianswho want toimmerse
themselves into Eastern rich music culture. On
the other hand, Sambamoorthy’s study of
Western music from a theoretical viewpoint
informs practitioners grounded in Eastern
traditionsof certaininsights. Both Mudaliar and
Sambamoorthy tend toward an inclusive and
pluralistic approach to musical scholarship and
practice. These works insist on the generalness
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of music while simultaneously acknowledging
its particularity as well.

Mudaliar and Sambamoorthy help us
understand each other better and be more
creative . Their works keep reminding us that
there isno limit to what music can do in terms
of bringing people together beyond boundaries
constructed between such diverse individuals
who share a common aesthetic experience.

References:

® Oriental Music in European Notation by
A.M.Chinnaswami mudaliar.

® Elements of western Music by P.Sambamoorthy.

® Exploring the melodic Harmony of East and west :
Indian class vs Western Music by Minisharma
Dinesh.
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Guruvayur Chembai Sangeetolsavam : A glimpse on its history

Dr. Shyama K.R*

Abstract

This article details the history of Chembai Sangeetolsavam, held at Guruvayur.
This festival is one of the oldest in Kerala, having a history of more than 100 years. The
festival was initiated by Chembai who was an ardent devotee of Lord Guruvayurappan
and is now conducted under the auspices of the Temple Devaswom. This article also gives
an insight on how the Pancharatnaalapana started in Kerala.

Key words: Chembai Vidyanatha Bhagavatar, Pancharatnakirtana, Ekadasi, Temple Devaswom, All India

Radio, Chembai Puraskaram
Methodology : Through Secondary Sources.

There are few musicians in Kerala,
whose memory is kept alive and evergreen
through music festivals. Chembai Vaidyanatha
Bhagavatar, theiconic figure in Carnatic music
was one among the musicians who were
instrumental in keeping alive the Carnatic
classical music tradition at a time when the
concert scenario was undergoing a drastic
change in terms of venue, audience, time and
content of concerts. Chembai, with his bell
metaled voice and a music well rooted in
tradition, was successful in stealing the hearts
of musiclovers, connoisseursaswell aslay man
in and outside Kerala. Chembai has become so
famous that the name “Chembai” has become
synonymous with Classical music of Kerala.

Vaidyanatha Bhagavatar had unstained
devotion for Lord Krishna of Guruvayur. The
affinity to Guruvayur started in 1907, when he
got an opportunity to sing there. From thisyear
onwards, Chembai sang at the templeon Vaikunta
Ekadasi day, every year. In 1939, an incident
occurred which made the Bhagavatar determine
that the musical offering at Guruvayur should
not be interrupted. That year, Chembai agreed

for aconcert beforethe Samuthiri at Kozhikode,
forgetting that it was Ekadasi. While singing,
Chembai suddenly found that hisvoicewaslost.
Realising that it was Ekadasi, he immediately
requested the Samuthirito make arrangements
for him to reach Guruvayur. On reaching
Guruvayur, he prostrated before the Lord
and regained his voice.After this incident,
Chembaimade it a point to sing there every
year.

It was Chembai who started conducting
the Ekadasi festival during the Malayalam
month of Vrishchikam. Initially thefestival was
conducted for 3 days, starting from Navami.
Chembai would invite musicians from far and
wideto present concert asan offering. In aletter
to the Samuthiri Raja, dated 18/10/1967,
Chembai statesthat he had been conducting the
‘Seva (offering) for the last 55 years, which
would mean that the festival had started well
back in 1912. The letter was written to request
the Samuthiri to make arrangements in the
temple innto provide food for the artists. (see
fig.1)

* Assistant Professor, Department of Music, Govt. College for Women, TVPM
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Fig.1

A temporary stage was set up in the
premises of Mathilkkakam Bhagavati shrineand
it wastherethat the musical offering took place.
An akhandanamajapam from 6 AM used to take
place during these days, organized by the
Thiruvambaadi Temple committee. Musical
offerings were done only in the evening after
Deeparadhana. On the Ekadasi day, after all the
disciples had sung, Chembai would present a
concert and wind up the offering with
Mangalam.

During those days, specific time
duration wasnot given for theartists. They were
asked to sing until the next musician came and
was ready to take the stage.

Pancharatnakirtanaalapanam

In 1973, when the Bhagavatar had
completed 62 years of his Aradhana, Sri
Guruvayurappan Sankirtana trust decided to
honour the Bhagavatar with the title of
“Abhinava Tyaga Brahmam”. When the
President of the trust Aanjam Madhavan
Nambuthiri informed Chembai about this,
Chembai expressed his happiness and decided
to pay homageto the Saint Composer by singing
the Pancharatna Kirtanas along with his
disciples. And thus, thefirst PancharatnaKirtana
offering happened in the premises of Guruvayur
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temple under the guidance of the Bhagavatar,
by vidwans including Poomulli Raman
Nambuthirippad, T.V. Gopalakrishnan,
V.R.Krishnan, B. V Rama and Lakshmana,
Guruvayur Ponnammal, Konnurpulli
Parameswaran Nambuthiri, Babu, Jaya- Vijaya,
Maruthvamkudi Rajagopalalyer, P.S. Narayana
Swamy, Trissur V. Ramachandran, M
Chandrasekhar, C.R Mani lyer, Coimbatore
Mani Bhagavatar, Chittur Gopalakrishnan,
G. Srinivasan (Violin) and Alankudi
Ramachandran (ghatam). Thishappensto bethe
first Pancharatnakirtanaalapana in Kerala as
well. Until then, the Aradhana was done in
Tanjavur and other places in Tamil Nadu.

The Pancharathaalapana in 1973 was
Chembai’sfirst and last offering of thefivekritis
at thetemple, for he breathed hislast in October
1974.The Ekadasi that year was conducted by
prominent disciplesof Chembai. Thefollowing
year onwards, thetemple Devaswomtook charge
of organizing the festival and it was named
“Chembai Sangeetolsavam” in memory of the
Bhagavatar. The festival is conducted with so
much sanctity that it commences by lighting the
lamp brought from the sanctum of the Lord. The
festival soon acclaimed wide popularity and the
number of dayswas gradually increased to 5, 7,
10 and 15, owing to the increase in the number
of musicians wanting to participate.Now, the
festival commences 14 days before the Ekadasi
day. The Pancharatnakritialapana is conducted
on the Dasami day.

Trissur P Radhakrishnan, Programme
executive, All IndiaRadio wasone of Chembai’s
disciples. During the festival in 1973, Chembai
expressed his wish to broadcast the concerts
through AIR. The then Guruvayur Devaswom
Administrator, P.V.Sankunni Varrier along with
Trissur PRadhakrishnan made arrangementsfor
thisand All IndiaRadio started broadcasting the
concertsin 1974.

When the number of musicianswanting
to showcasetheir talent increased, it wasdecided
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to givea5-minute slot to all of them. Themain
concerts take place from 6.30 pm. Acclaimed
artists from all over the country come to offer
their musical salutations to the Lord. Main
concerts and AIR relay concerts (20 minutes
each) aregivenonly to graded artists of All India
Radio.

From the year 2005, an award in the
name of the great maestro, “Guruvayurappan
Chembai Puraskaram” started to be givento one
leading artist. The prestigious award includes a
10-gram gold coin inscribed with the form
of the Lord, Rs.50,000/-, Citation and ponnaai.
The award was first given to Sri. T.V.
Gopalakrishnan. Some of the artists who have
received theaward are M. S. Gopa akrishnan, Dr.
M. Balamurali Krishna, Smt. Parassala
Ponnammal, Mavelikkara Velukkutty Nair, Sri.
Trissur V. Ramachandran, Sri. Kadri Gopalnath,
ViGa maestro A. Anandapadmanabhan, Sri.
K.GJayan, Dr. K Omanakutty, Sri. Pala C K
Ramachandran etc.

The festival starts with the award
function. Thevery first concert will be presented
by the awardee. For the next 14 days, thefestival
isheld in such away that the musical offerings
take place without break from morning 5 till
midnight. The stage at Melpattur Auditoriumis
set in such away that two groups of performers
can be seated side by side. The concerts take
place in an akhandam format, i.e, there will not
be abreak between concerts. Next concert starts
immediately as one ends. Two types of concerts
are showcased in aday. From evening 6 pm till
9 pm, therewill bethree special concerts of one-
hour duration each by senior artists. From
morning till 6 pm and later, from 9 pm till 11
pm, amateur artists perform a composition for
5 minutes. The Guruvayur festival committee
receives around 8000 applications every year
for the five-minute performances. The specia
performances are arranged by the committee
itself.

During the last five days, there will be
20 minutes concertsby AIR graded artistswhich
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will be broadcasted live by All IndiaRadio. The
time of relay programme is from 9.30 to 12.30
in the morning and from 7.35 to 8.30 at night.
Thus, sixteen AIR relay concerts are featured
in aday in addition to the specia concerts and
amateur concerts. All specia concerts, relay
concerts and Pancharatnam are telecasted on
Doordarsan.

The Chembai Sangeetolsavam at
Guruvayur has become one of the most
recognised and important music festivals in
Kerala. It isoneof such kind held in memory of
a musician.The biggest and well organised
music festival in South India, it holdsthe record
of featuring the highest number of musicians
totalling up to 3000. The sangeetol savam rightly
honours the memory of Chembai Vaidyanatha
Bhagavatar, an exceptional musician and an
extraordinary human being who will livein the
musical minds forever.
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