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Aesthetics of Ghazal singing

Dr. Rahul Madhukar Ranade*

Ghazal is very popular in lovers of Indian music. Ghazal as a form of vocal music is mostly
appreciated by the audiences who like soft, emotional, lyrics based, light and semi classical music.Ghazal
is a singing style which has much emphasis on poetry. That is why it is called ‘Shabda Pradhan
Gayki’. Traditionally ghazal singing is considered semi-classical style of Uttar Hindustani Music.

Originally ghazal is a form of Urdu poetry. It originated in Persia (present Iran). Original
language of ghazal is Farsi. In Farsi ghazal means praise to beauty of beloved. So its lyrics depicts
romantic feelings. After Islamic invasion in India, ghazal travelled from Persia to India. Urdu language
originated in India which was mix of Farsi and Hindi language. Ghazal was explored by poets in India
in hindi-urdu language. It is considered that from about 17nth century ghazal started being popular in
india as a form of poetry. Till present times it has retained its popularity since then.

Key Words : Ghazal, Aesthetics, Music, Singing, Aspect, Poetry.

It is said that ghazal started being popular
as form of singing since 19nth century in Indian
sub-continent. In the beginning, ghazal was
explored by some singers, who were singers of
semi-classical music style of north Indian music.
This is the reason ghazal is traditionally
considered semi-classical type of singing.

In history of ghazal singing we can’t
forget mentioning names of some great singers
who made ghazal extremely popular in Indian
audiences. Pioneer was Begum Akhtar, who was
a trained performer ofnorth Indian semi-classical
music. She explored ghazal singing in private
concerts. It was widely appreciated by
audiences. Later on great ghazal singers like
Mehdi Hassan khan, Ghulam Ali, Jagjit Singh
etc. largely contributed to make this style very
popular. Filmy playback singers like K.L.Sehgal,
Talat mehmood, Md. Rafi etc. also contributed
in this style. Some other ghazal singers like
Bhupinder Singh-Mitali Singh, Talat Aziz, Pankaj

Udhas, Chandan Das, Hariharan etc. have kept
the popularity of ghazal singing intact till date.

Different aspects of ghazal

Ghazal is a perfect combination of two
arts, i.e. poetry and music. So overall aesthetics
of ghazal depends on its poetical aspects as well
as its musical aspects. Poetical aspects of ghazal
composing and singing has great influence on its
musical aesthetics. So before discussing musical
aspects of ghazal, let’s see some poetical aspects
of ghazal.

Poetical aspects of ghazal
a) Technical aspects:

As mentioned before basically ghazal is
form of poetry. It has some rules regarding its
meter and rhyming etc. which makes this form
ofurdu poetry very unique. Ghazal is made of
several couplets which is called ‘sher’. Each sher
has two lines. First line is called * Ula Misra’ and
second line is called ‘Sani Misra’. This both misra

* Vocalist, Music Mentor, Freelancer, Mauritius.
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have same lenth. This length is determined by a
concept called ‘Baher’. First sher is called
‘Matla’. In matla both misras are in perfect
rhyming. This concept of thyming is defined by
two concepts of urdu poetry namely ‘Radif” and
“ Qafiya’. These technical aspetcs ofradif, qafiya
and baher influences musical composition of
ghazal inmany ways. And off course words used
to convey meanings and feelings has big influence
not only on composing, but also on singing of
ghazal. In ghazal, each sher can have different
subject, and still due to radif and gafiya all shers
are connected some way. Ula misra initiates some
thought or subject and sani misra completes that
thought. Ula misra is like a question raised and
sani misra is answer to that question. Standard
of each sher lies in poetic beauty and intensity of
this question and answer. Much more can be said
about technical aspects of ghazal as poetry, but
here this much is enough for our topic. All these
technical aspects of ghazal writing has great
influence on its musical rendition, which
determines aesthetical value of ghazal singing.

b) Emotional aspects:

As mentioned in introduction of ghazal,
subject of ghazal is originally romantic in nature.
Romance can be considered main theme of this
poetry. But as we know sorrow of separation
from beloved also is part of romance. So we
also see shers which depict pathos and pain. But
later as ghazal kept its journey on, poets started
exploring other subjects like, hardships of daily
life, philosophy of life and also spirituality. We
can see that all these themes of ghazal gives it
wide range of emotional aspects. But what is
typical of ghazal is, that generally whatever may
be the theme, ghazal from beginning has an

introvert, and deep approach. Which makes it
very distinct and special form of poetry. Again
these emotional aspects of ghazal have great
influence on how it is presented in singing, which
determines its aesthetics.

After discussing these poetical aspects
ofpoetry, let’s now explore musical aspects of
ghazal, which is the basis of its aesthetical value
as form of music and singing.

Musical aspects of ghazal:
a) Technical aspects:

Musically ghazal is sung in different
styles in present times. But traditionally ghazal
singing is considered semi-classical style of
music. Hindustani semi-classical style, is also
sometimes referred as ‘thumri style’. In this style
words and its expressions are important. Words
are expressed with different musical variations
which is called ‘bol banav’. To do this bol banav,
many aspects of gayki are used, which will be
discussed later. In present times ghazal singing
got modified in many ways. Besides its indian
semi-classical style, ghazal is sung in simplified
light music style. Due to which western
instruments also got place is presentation of

ghazal.

b) Emotional aspects:

According to basic definition of ghazal
as poetry, the main feeling of ghazal is romantic.
But as we saw earlier, in present times different
subjects are explored in writing ghazal, like
pathos, misery, separation from beloved,
philosophy, spirituality etc. Due to this, musical
rendition of ghazal is introvert, soft, calm, deep,
and soulful.
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Musical composition of ghazal:

Before singing ghazal, its musical
composition is done by the composer. To achieve
desired aesthetical outcome of ghazal, it is
composed in such a way that all these poetical
and musical aspects are incorporated. This can
be achieved by 2 ways.

1. Choice of Swars and Raags in composition
2. Choice of Taal and its laya in composition
We will discuss these aspects in detail.

1. Choice ofRaags and swars:

As discussed earlier traditionally ghazal
is considered semi classical thumri style. In this
style chanchal prakrutiraags like Kafi, Khamaj,
Pahadi, Pilu, Bhairavi, Tilang etc are used. But
in present times, as ghazal evolved, composers
started using other raags also.

Raag is selected according to overall
mood of ghazal. For example,

a) For romantic moods, raags of Bilawal,
Kalyan and Khamaj thaats, like Bihag,
Maand, Bhinna Shadaj, Khamaj, Kalavati,
Yaman, Maru Bihag, Bhupali, Gaud sarang,
Jhinjhoti, Jog, etc. are selected.

b) Forsad moods, raags from thaats like Kafi,
Asawari, Poorvi, Todi, Bhairavi, can be
selected. Which can be Kafi,Bhimpalasi,
Bageshree, Darbari, Bhairavi,Malkauns,
Chandra kauns, Puriya Dhanashri, Todi,
Bhairavi etc.

c) For different abstract moods raags like
Bhairav, Marwa, Charukeshi, Ahir Bhairav,
Kirvani, Shivranjini, Madhuvanti,
Bhupeshwari etc. raags can be selected.

As this is semi classical style, any raag
can be mixed with other raags. Or swars out of
raag can be mixed, to creat serious mood as well
as little mix light mood. Ghazals are also
composed without considering any raag, and just
creating melody which suits the mood of poetry.
Different composers have different styles of
composing which gives different aesthetical
colours to ghazal. Mostly ghazal singers compose
ghazals themseleves.

2. Choice of Taal and Laya:

Taal has great role in getting desired
aesthetics of any form of music. Aesthetics of
ghazal lies in its calm mood. But as this is semi
classical and light form, its aimis also recreational.
So taal and its nuances becomes utmost
important in this style. Taals like Dadra,
Kaherwa, Roopak are mostly selected.
Sometimes other taals like Deepchandi, Jhaptal
are also used based on baher of ghazal. Some
special ‘Thekas’, patterns and speeds are used
in ghazal style, due to which sometimes these
thekas are referred as ghazal dadra, ghazal
kaherwa etc. by performers.

Aspects of ghazal singing:

After analyzing composing of ghazal, lets
now see the most important part of any music.
That is performing. Particular way of rendition
and presentation of ghazal by a ghazal singer
brings out very distinct and special aesthetics of

ghazal.

We can consider 3 points regarding singing of
ghazal by a singer.

1. Nuances of gayki: As ghazal is semi classical
style of singing, its aesthetics depends much
on proficiency of singer. Classically trained
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singer is generally expected in ghazal gayki,
who must have ability to sing khatkas, murkis,
small taans, kaku bheds (voice modulations)
etc.

‘Behlava’ like a thumri style is done to
create yearning. As we saw in ghazal, first
misra of sher is like a question, or raising
some issue, or creating some mystery and
second misra is answer to this. So this aspect
of'ghazal is enhanced by creating yearning
through behlava. After creating enough
excitement through behlava, second misra is
rendered.

So to do this behlava through raag and
its swars, singer should be well trained in
gayki.

. Approach ofvoice: Approach of voice is the
most important part of singing ghazal. A deep,
soulful, husky voice with stability and
calmness is required for ghazal singer. To
develop this ability, singer should have sound
knowledge of voice culture. Understanding
of poetry, its meaning and its feelings and
emotions is required, which gives enough
depth to personality of singer to produce such
voice. As this is shabda Pradhan gayki, very
precise pronunciations of hindi-urdu
language are essential for singer. Exact
pronunciations also automatically gives
required voice approach. Though singers
have different styles of gayki, their approach
of voice always remains soulful, which is very
special and unique feature to ghazal. Ghazal
singer also gives very special attention to
precise pitching of swars, which creates
mesmerizing effect on audiences.

Overall performance of ghazal and its aesthetics:

Journey of ghazal performance starts
after choosing right poetry of ghazal and
composing it appropriately by composer. Many
times this is done by singer himself or herself.

Ghazal singing starts with some small
alap either ofthe raag in which it is composed
or nearby swars of composition. Some singers
sing ’Qata’ before starting main ghazal. Qata
means 4 lines, which can be specially written by
some poet, or ghazal singer takes it from some
other ghazal which matches with the feeling of
main ghazal. Alap and qata sets the mood for
main ghazal. Instrumental alap also is done many
times before singing alap. After this main ghazal
starts in taal. Tabla is used for accompaniment
as main rhythm instrument in ghazal. Other side-
rhythms are also used depending upon singer’s
choice. Although main taals used are dadra,
kaherwa, roopak, or sometimes jhaptal,
deepchandi, but thekas used of these taals are
very typical as stated before.

Singer establishes ‘ matla’ of ghazal,
which is generally called ‘Sthai’ in singing. After
sthai comes interlude music. Different Indian
musical instruments like sarangi, harmonium,
violin, sitar, flute, santoor etc. are used
traditionally. In modern times singers also started
using keyboards and guitars. After this next sher
is sung as ‘Antra’. Ula misra of antra is sung
many times with different variations, which is
called behlava. Behlava creates necessary
yearning for sani misra. Now sani misra is
rendered which dissolves the mystery created
by ula misra. This excitement is reciprocated by
variation in theka. Also a feature of taal called
‘Laggi’ is used for this. Laggi is played in double
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speed then actual laya. Laggi also breaks the
monotony of calmness and gives recreation to
mind of listeners. Generally laggi is played after
each sani misra or played only in the end.
Rendition is finished with tihai in the end.

This way in ghazal singing, we keep
getting a concept of aesthetics called construction
and immersion of yearning in each sher of ghazal.
Different ras and bhavs are created through raag,
combinations of swars, combinations of taal,
nuances of singing, approach of voice etc. which
gives tremendous pleasure to listener. According
to Navras’ theory of bharat muni, we can feel
shrinagar ras, karun ras, shant ras, adbhut ras

etc. in this style, through raag, combinations of
swars, combinations oftaal, nuances of singing,
approach of voice etc.,which gives tremendous
pleasure to listener.

Conclusion:

Ghazal is aesthetically one of the richest
forms of vocal music, which has tremendous
scope of aesthetical values. Poetical aesthetical
values of ghazal are tremendously enhanced in
its musical presentation. This is the reason ghazal
is one of the most celebrated musical form in
Indian music.
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AAYS ¢ | I8 I FTdS I B YN H R o
BT AT | "FTIG 3MR NUAdE H H Ald I Bl
wanT <F et # e ok wifda & wu ¥ fear
TRAT & SABTAATGIA BT "eAlh e 11 &I B &
H o fafdre aref &1 AR Habd HRaT 2 |

WRagA & AR’ H W AN, g

ARG BIdT © doT oy tavRi W e
AT Bl © |

YolTd & ol

JArep Tl Pl ATV P AT B_T Bl
T 2} BT, @18 Sl & oilad H SAR—eTd
Y, S ATBIC BT T—HY I YR AT &
REd1 | U9 R &1 Vs 9gd & GaRRd
3R Wpfeeta gl & | I8l 98 & Fax 3R
MY Aehfcis TOIR & R A~—A~T YR &
AR § | Rl o1 < @ [T U9 Rl

i B =@ © | AAT o geae H W “Arbr
TR0 Seeid BT 2 |

HEThd JordTard Sl - W dlh Wea Bl
TN T 2

—dlleg de guTed Al fa=g gd ge=rd Sl |

U AT wY § ATh I8 ATHT ST
e & oIy Wh BT &1 ¥ | A o
WHER & W19 Dl L H & Y Sidex TG Bl
®e © b "did A FAS BT 98 a3 © Sl

9P Alpidl # ffgd gidl 2 |
YolTd @ ol drell &l aiffavor :

ATE IR & Hifd MR aren &
T WY I B | ARG g G | arel &
AR B AT B UN=dH Her Afaerae

= BT | 9Tell &1 BRI a¥ U FHg URORT bl
BT ST B U AT oIl S §HY & yaiford
arEll F HR FH ¢ |

gdqd! e FTefi vd SHa uRad!

ST FIBR, ATAIAT IR TS BT ==
3FeraT EBR A YA B IR I Yeb WURT & YaTs
# Shifad & 2 | 399 S 39 IHivT §HEr
DI AR Favd b & FoRaH fagar & am1a B 3iR
URURT U] HAEPR & 5 A1 Pl eRIeR 2 |

"Bidh" e &I 37 H AG<h fbar S 28—
g U AT | @rae ef ¥ 59 ol 79y b
o ug fhar ST © oifd Mg gagR 4
X 19 o AT 31eran g Rfard Srraresor
& oI YT ¥ SIS & |

YolTd BT olld Gid

UG & ol I § 4T 3 BTl I+
qred U g dfeford 8 o9 9 SEms Bl

e & ddihd | W & ol © & I8
IRl 9 & arel fAqe S | Sude o | gd
TN AT Rl WR fpar Sirar o | gefy
dfe® @Il & arell & auie e § W s
g W W B Sl fob I Pred H wAfay ared
BT 4T BT bl AT | AIRTH H a1 BT FII
& forg uRa 3 ST AT = arer T ST BT
o | afde T H I arel & M TR g
H 91w 2 for e LR WR dlegie 4o, i 4o,
3FTg 4o, HTUR Ao BT 0T Bl S Febedl
2 | G areif 3 e, Arel, qUra & 1 9T 81
£ | 39 9AY O arel gEd: o A § I
EId o |

RTHIIOT BIeT H 4T o7 AT JaiT WR I
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P T BT off | Ml drad H fau, wa

eI O gredl BT ool U ¢ |

goitd § e drel &) dare-i—3teh

AR QT
T

IE YOI BT ATHOY e & | Ugol UolTd
H go—a¢ I B A ABIE MY A o |

U Qe 0= Wi & | 99 Ui bl fge
&1 18 §R B81 Il & | ISTTd Ui Bl 3Fh g
BT AT BRAT UST, SAfGTY UOTd Bl 4RI @
gRal A1 Pel ST 2 | J8l b W F IR |9
FAGAT & | T BT UAS arel 30 U fafdree
3 & T /T STl & | 519 g Rerell WR AfAD
g% B & O GOl & TP TAT dlqd SITDHR
ST HARST bR o | TS IR YouT bl A3
DI GATHR APl & ITTE DI GG o AT I
SITET @1 AT BT SIFd &R I | O T TIfdg
g St @ IR | I8 IR ANHR SRl o dTed
AR qAT T B W GA I | T F IR
qM® TRF—3ell 7 S [oTT 31k SHDBT SFART
BICTT T | Beloy 31TS] T &4 -1 &1 aR G
B el € a1 3% oMt 1 & 3R Il &
AT T BT AT & | UFETTLST T aR & A1
T 19 qOTTE I B A 31 woifia ol 2 |
HIATST TAT AT AT B AT BT, JAD, oI
gTfe BT Ioi ! el ST USlg § <@ Bl
el & 9% wIg oIk ®l 8! el | usTd &
I G H TR, HTH!, TN, dre, A s
RATT & WR UI¢ Sf1d 8 | arell IR Sl g+ gl
Sl € 98 984T dF, IR A1 9id VR Bl &1 8kl
21 I8l & oAid A H Mf¥ear IR 9 qr
BT I AF STABT 2 |

UoTd @ ol dl H STl —3TelTT areli
el garfe ) drenl @l 999 Bl 81Ul Udh
fafere <1 iR el | NI & oAl arell @l
qre el It aoI BT ST BT 9 i &

qrael = AU FEferdd Bl <Wd gU Wl B
fomtor faa, aifes qam sMaR # 91 81 & HRUT
TP R A TR I T of S H HISATS gl
off | g=il &1 €1 TP aRT 1 HeT o1 & | gl
¥ SR e ORI BT & JR-ANT BT © | Uoid
g faf= dreeidl, ew, WTe, 9 SR 4R
Terall & T Fuls I ® |

9ol T T

39 e Dl g9 & foT¢ a1 U= g1
BT BT YIRT &RAT 8 | TV BT DI qoiil STell
DI AT W IR R YR fHar SIram 8 iR 9re
BT Bl ITell & Jd H TR Pl GaThR R [Heprerd
=
IR

AR fY TSI BT UTTH ol dTe © |
AT & AT BT A7 | g T2 arel 31fdaax
IR 3R GBI T el ER WS, T st
ToIrd & | GoTd # ARIT Bl AfIHAR TST AT B
oI & JAT o a1 & ®U H dad g o
AT B SIaT ® | O9oTd § yafeld oS ARl
qolls SIC & | S99 dT IR Gifid # gy
ST dTell R 3 {8 SAT&T iR T8 © | AR
T # goly SIF 9relt IR, ot i H
TR I aTell AT T GERT G311 U &1 AT
ST B |

9 UBR USd & dldh Gild H 98d A
el TN {3 ST &, oI fereT, WS, STeraT,
Y 3N MM | 77 aTei—gmal & PR & TS
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@ [IT I F AID BATHRI BT A 98T & a8l
SN BT 9 a1 &1 W1 99 g3l 2 b <@ |
=T A¥e fa@e aret 39 arell Bl IoiHT Sl
R 81 FaT uehid 8IaT 8 | 38 goi & iy
A1 eI arelt a1 \ifa 1 st 6, URsT &Ik
fAR=R JIRITT 1 ST DT TSl & | 3T H, &
SOHT B8 D © B GOlld BT Al Gd U dld
qrelf @1 eRIER 984 o Y€ © | I8 J81 & A
BT 950 &1 Y9TaRITel 99 © | $781 a2 & 3TeR
TR EH I8 B8 Add & [h Uolld &l Aid &l
qfI™1 980 Sooddl @ dUT I8 AR US| &
ARl BT 3 ERIER & 3R &H SHa! Refl U
TAR—YAR HRAT AR |

GECEGCIN

1.

AP, g, {2l Aifecy &1 ggq sfdem,
7.1

SASYIEEIIT, AL—— 15, TAld— 18

i, IFTEE, TEHIY, Wiera BT W AR, g—
T, FeH AR, ey Wi, Ry dud H§
e I, g — 73

REERT A9 | 3T 99, 9T B, Jeriar,
g — 56

. g, Al At fa=m, g— 03

Gupta, Shankar Sen and Upadhyaya, K.D.,
Studies in Indian Folk Culture, Pg. 11— 12.

fArs1, 1. et /01, YR Wi qre, g — 21
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T I & §OR Ald—6d— 0T & Jid dld drell Bl [aeel Yoo e
_:\q—{[’q'[*

IR @ fafer=r ol # STerT—3TerT le—Hid 3w &l fAed 2 | & JoR & dAe—aia & u™
3T e arer I B 2 |

SR &3 3 1 37U Y& BT U I & T SRRY Alh— I $HeT 9l © | 39 &9 & Ald—aiid
arer A Bl Al & FRI—AT At # W1 AR fRaT ST 2 | R §ER 85 B Hivgiae 3R faeie
Sfeaivr & 98 Wew e 2 | 39 & # Aipiies Wi &1 70T 78 © iR 39 &5 & dlld Gl &l
FAh—aTel SFRT ATh—HRIT BT Ueh He<aqul 91T & | §9 I &3 H AfeR, g1 I, go! Fdl 31 B AR
VRIS WR® € Sl 8AR §R Alb—awpid iR WRAERT! &1 TRl & | o g el # Rerd ddRigus, Siet
f3Tel # ARereT <, YA AfER, IUIfARTaR HfvaR, HETdhlell Afax 3R YR S Terel o 3rex H Rerd 2 |
IEf U I &€ ST8f 89 SIRT Wi &1 $17d o3d o © iR §9 oifTel W {B dTd I3 @ $ e 2 |

S Tel & et &3 W Rerd ufiig el e dwil <dl &1 A= & YR A ) 9 ddb IRARS
Arp—afia @1 {1 g1 iR wfe fiq g @1 e g |

H& e : dld, I, Alb—are, T, g

)
THET T A TP ol T BT SFAN 2
#9898 21 9hd @& were e wihd 3)
-3 gR1 Faf=d f&ar Siar & St s 8
TfS=IdT, UE A SR STARET I W H R dig

SR ST & | 5 a1 I3 B IEradr & Wig #

FIT AICd BT Id1e 8IdT &, AT VAT Hdild s
2 f& ¥8 Suaxvl W ifia Al $f derd © |
@ AR qHffepd fham 1T B

Td GiR, 3favig, O, Irerd = dd arel Giuvad | |
JHfdTgaaTHaTg g dTerd, T
AreMYTATEdd 39 & || (Fa ITaR)
SRR |HT YR & FAT qrerd= Tt
3R I1 BT IR FHRIA T R § 3R I8 <l

*NY-BT, WHITHT TeH, el WhIHa favafaemea, gsie
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a1 € T prg W M A Jo o arg & Sfra
wY A TE = Hehel |

SH & H UfeTiie SR 3R QR
Al & Al § IRARS SRR Al drel I
@ Bl MAed 8 Sl R dAle—did 4 §7R
Al aTel I3 BT YADT BT &AM © | G&T ¥, A
BE AP & b Ap—FId arel R el FIId
®T Y HETIYUl ST § | GR ol drel Bl o
e # fawrfora foar ar 8-

1) R drer 94
) GfR arEr I (84T SUBRYT TH)
3) dddl dre
)

2

1) dR d1el I

T arer § ugell 3R |e SNy ofy
TR e =i &7 © | $9H H9d R arell &f aRi
I SO BT & | g AET AT § 9T a9
USAT 3R A YRAT arel I3 © | $ Al W&l
B arel A1 94T ST 2 | 89R ARG I
| H Py AR dTel IF 8 Sl Wd & &3 4 9gd
HEYO! WA ¥ & | §R &3 H A1 g JRaTe
I3 § O & & Alb—<d &5 B AT,
ST Tt 7 AT ST 318 MfHeT & © | §R
QP AR arE—d31 § YIRT 819 dTel ofid arel 89
THR T—

3 fb ) q)
31) foT —

e w0 | fIvarT g8 RO wdT
1 U 31 6T € | I8 U W< 24 & b el
YHR B HTfHE AT 59 < H e A1 V& § iR
3ot Il i # qer favar w@d €
2| 3BT dRAR @ e Rarsl w® o g

TR

IR Ul & 3R 9 goTg A @l df A1 9ikp Mai
H 9gd favard o i AR, goi—|adl, [ogari
3R 3T Yol %erell ® WANT 81 o | g8l 9fh
Ml & arer arer—a= ft FEayrl W @ d € |
TR &3 Al HBiT BT Ueh VAT WOl AT Sl
U g H favar @ o | ¥ & H e #
TRgH B ATl arei—33 il Ueh A1 fiy are—a=
2 S emfies T F BT YR H SR ST o |
% oY I8 91T 9gd AIBA AT | I8 dre o
d AT & A1 YIRT § AT ST o7 ar Ut
T ot % 98 are—3F gg & I @ B
TfeTRYS gite ¥ I ara—d= 9gd YRIAT & 3iRR
A BTel | &1 3967 IRT 8T & | b @t
sforer wirar g & H1er T g7 7 | WA
fRrg 7 AR B UF aR-IF TIR B B
YT AT o7 | 59 a9 BIehx WIdT S jH
JATAT IO 3 Al 9D I el qARIE
BT AT fohar T foRTH wrar= g =1 Ay
3l fb1 are—a= 9 wfe g T B BT AR
IS 918 | I8 qrei—a7 wie Wal & A1 T
H 3T 7 SR T AqrE—TF Bl SHRT ALRI
AT AANp AT H TN H AT |

39 91 I H Uh dR DI VAT fhar
ST 8 | 9 aTe I3 &7 WA SATeaR Al al
IRAT & Td, dRaT & TMd, IdI—<adrei & d
@ forg fopam Srar 21

S AR &I b FGR &= ATl Bl b =71
¥Y UG BRI & | ATD—I1d BT FGR STaTS] a1
9 e & ARl B SR AR AR DI 9fh
R ¥ g ol © |

E[) g —

T 3 & D FO R HGT B A
A ST ST & 1 I8 U 98d 1 Ay 31
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IR I I B O Albdal | a9y wu 9
UBTS! &9 ¥ ST fham SIraT 8 | 59 SUBRoT
BT o9 arel I ) BT ST ¢ |

9 dTe1 I BT MHR 3T Blel & b
g O H QT Sf FahdlT & 3R 1 3 fohsdt A1
I TR o ST ST Fdhdl & | I BIC MHR &
PR g8 qTel UBIISAl H 98 By & Fifd
39 fopedY Y STE OR A | o STRIT S AdbalT
=l

=T BT SUANT A Al AR Tl d
W fHar SIrear 81 39 SUSRY & sfEN @l
fgzer®r BRAT g € b I8 A R & |
BV BT AT oifh $9 2T Pl G 81 bl
ST AT fob ST AR ARaAT & HRT TRIfear
H Ug AT B AT A8 9 9l arel &
JATHR ¥ HIH BICT © | $HD] AE 98 A
2| I8 U B! Il & AMHR § AR Bl U A
g1 81T 8 | SAPT PR B: HeTHIEx BT Il 2 |
$HHT U BR 3NN &I O¥E BIal © | 39 i #
ST Il ® 3R lfed B ol Ud el |
oI SITaT ® oI ® SR U4 @afy S 2l
g 3R g8 @ dArbHIdl 3R bl H TN
BT © | U8 ABIUTAl 3R Albjcdl & TGe Bl
ATAED 997 T ¢ |

9) IRAT —

AT AR ATGATETE & §el 3 AR
qepfcr ¥ 98Tgdl # 98 el I8l €1 9 3R
T4 & oY 9RT & UAD Wid Bl 98154 H
37T b 37T 38 € | 4R & gk YA &l
Al 98IGR ANl HT < A G B | TRl B
ArHETT | AT SR 1 G8IgY BT aviF & | oI
SR AT H AR 1 g8TgRl & e MY Sl
gl

[N §R ATb—H T BT T AR
e I3 2 O “aRA d8Igl AlbHidl ® |1l
TRINT faam ST 2 |

9 e B R &3 & B ol Hd
AR & W | W AT SIar g 1 ARG I
A # 9 arer I3 BT 38 XA 2 | HeT Sl
2 5 I~ &1 nfaspR javr & wHT H & A
TT o |

39 dR arel arell H fhT g>r @ @
qqarel T AR &1 {90 arer weT 1 Wb ¢ |
9 99 IR aTel dreEll &l §R & aR—dTel I3
(String instruments) B8 ST HAHAT & |

2) GMRR are (g41 SUHRO)

AR eI & SR % A ol dTel drer
SR &3 # WRINT oy I € | S aigdy,
IO, FRINET dT hegel & - oI & | 37 94T
qrell Bl §R BT YRR arel (841 SUBRYT) HEl
ST 8 3R 3@l faaRor 339 TR 88—

) aigd -

I8 dTE1 R &3 BT A HgdYUl thb
qrerr are & o iR ueTel & | wanT H
AT SIAT 2| SHBT BHR ARAG | @l
I ST BIAT 8, IR 3R R g © b 59
&3 H YN H Ay T dTell dIge Bl SHR
BIC] BIdT & | a1 38 ‘I8 &1 &1 farer garm
QT GEOR D A H W Fofell’ T FHET I
2| U IO B BT qAT TR a9 & & o
IR S & g & ¥ | uRrer &9 H ug
galely Taferd © difd SHHT 3MHR BITT & | 39
STEl T8l 981 AT ¥ of ST S ATl © |
vfcreifie gfte | I8 are &l ured 2 RO
YA R & HF SISl Sl & AR I8 A1 el
ST 2 fob $9aT SIfdehR T A TaT R+ W
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B fhaT o | 39 a1e ®1 YR A Sd Uhid D
qIaTeReT H ISl & Al T eild 8idl © b A
&) &1 a1fig wafa Y <9 faviR 81 3 & (U
&3 & q[g 9 B A §H dTE DI qOIAT STl
& foRy Arg @1 Usp 11 81 X et el © |

@) qff -
U R & Py AN H FAS! W BBl
ST % |

TS MR TR FHT & dTer TE18
SIT 2 31 I T TRl Wl 28ATs oidl 2 | g
@ TR T TS O €l E | 3R Ry 3T 8 b
WEATE B WRI Bl fARIR 81 el & IR G4l &
TR &1 fOWR §© 88 T& &1 8 96dl & | 39
qrE Pl UBTS! & & B B Il D AT oIl
ST 2| fRveR G & 99 fed S arel
Tl @ AT |

W) TS —

qE I §R B A &F & Al A
BB ABYT 2 | 39 1 BT TAR Gold & &
H HIH! SITGT 7 IR a8 & ATd 9ISl H SHdT
Ry W 7 | S BROT A € gER &F 9 U
| ferdT 8, 39 911 Bl 319 AT & foly 3rg=Ty

8U T |
T) RIRYET —

=IYoT & g SRNT # AN S AT I8
I §R & ABHIT & AT T Bl I &
[T o 2|

qTd T g7 GAT I8 Te S &3 & HAfax]
H YOl & WA FoIT STl JET 3R 39 999 41
I8 "IN & Y WART # SR S § Al
ST BT 4dT el Fab b AfaRT 3 YTl 81 R8T 2 |
gigg ¥ 9 I8 arg gven & forg v | S

S AT | g & YR AT FHIG Pl 907
ST ATE §IRT 1 STl ol | 39 9y 9 ROTRyET
Al T S o1 | RO B Aef § gg AR R
BT 3§ TR | AT 34 g b IR BT M AT
TRAT o7 |

SR AThTd g W 59 aTd BT g1 &
HEd & | 39! e 39 ATd Bl U 1T 8 BY
Tl § 3R AT BT MHYH 94T < B | oTfid
gfte &1 39 a1 & fawg d g8 9 7 € fb
3! Saf AR IIATaRoT Bf Ufds R <l 8 3R
AP af q 'S’ & BT SR BT ¢ |

) DEd —

TRIAET 1 R I8 are AT did BT 947
3T 2| IR R 3 & & ded &1 MhR
T BT 8 SR TRRIET BT MHR qHT IR
Mg § Th—gar RR 3 faodia forem # g 2|
eafey Q1 arell &) Ud SRAY ® 3R dheer WY "o
@ fog wamT & @ ol ® | favweR faare &
Y | 3D IR ded RSl & AT [
sEEESIERSInIET

3) dddl 4drel

TARI aTel qAT % dTel dTell & IfIRT
& 3R UHR &1 96l BIdT & oIl |Iid | a7 &
foTg JRIRT ¥ T Sl € | SR Areaid H 9
YHR B A BTHT ABBT & 37 drel bl
Percussion Instrument of Duggar 1 &gl I
DT & | 79 31, BTeAd], ST, AT, SHadl,
DHRIAT TAT ATTEST B A {17 T FDhd 2 |

i) @let -—

I8 are R B b G Al
I8 | 59 &5 & B8R ATd & A1 S IoTT SIaT
2| UBTS! &5 § 30 9 Al dET war 2 99 dr
TR & T ) SAThATal § @rel aoTrT STl
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g g SR &3 & eIl B MHR T4 elal A
997 T |

3Tl ST ST & 7l YT Bred
A ST BT 2 | 39 a7l Bl U T F! faRIwam
2 fo S AHATER Tt 99T o € | R @
3FEER R AT UHR BT ATl JollT ST & 3R
T ATATRYT | §AR UHR B | A 59 181 4
qTel BX TbR & & Sl AR gIATaRl Bl 3T AU
H o B 1 §FR & &5 H HRAAT & fadR R A
EEICN IR ISIERUKE K SIS ECASINCIN G
I IAEYY &1 <l & | I qrel R @ Al
F[E TR, FHMFIT ATME H BB ATBIAT 2 |
i) @SreTdY ST —

3l & € YR Bl Teb dTel Blefdl 41
TR &7 H BI%] AIBHY § Bl BT PR TSI
2 3R D! FT FMHR BICT B | SIeTd! BT TANT
SR & BT, IRy faarg & raidl |
BB ATBOY & | GIR & URAg ATd SR |
GleTd! Bl TN BIAT & | § N1 U DI
TR ST RISl HEd 8, QD] W IHD AR
JOIAT ST 2 |

iii) “ITST :—

9 ITe BT e 59 &7 b ARl H 9gd
AOH § 81 U YOl & FHY IOl Sl &
URIETRI® S W SHST Aecd 9gE & A1 ST
BT & | STel I8 |IYOT & ol JRART H AT ST
2 | SR AT TA1—Y ¥ 9 dTel HT HIo!
78T ¢ |
iv) Sl —

U BTl H Shell A9 & foly ff<H
AR & FHY qOITT ST 2T | 15T el I8 Blell
D QBR & W eI 2 AR gzl &1 <iferar 3
hehcl TR Sl Bl ITel IR 81 Rl I Al ¢ |

v) o —

I BIC HOIRI & IMMHR BT Bl & o7
HUd] I TRE FHUS A1 H IS ST & | VR &
& H 5 ARl # 91 Yol & AHI YN H SR
ST 2 |
vi) Tefl—asT —

I qTE UBTS! &5 H B! ATh B |
T Tl fO7d §8 IR Hivil Bl ATell Jocl B IE!
ST 2 | ITelt 3fR oS @ &afy ot ol Bl
g SR Ig Ir® VIR A b Al b A1
FOITIT ST 2 |

7) SSRY —

T 3T T B B O U S & 91
oD eaf~ UaT & Il & | ST A1 SSRA
$AfTU UeT Hifdh T S dolidx eaf~ fraren
STl € | U8 GUR & DIy Arel BT § 3l
P el TR IoIdT ST 2 |
forspst —

$R dlh AHid 9gd & qggel © |
I8l & Al MTd, Al I AR arell Bl 37T H
afs ey § WReg AP ardl b YA H Y
95ld & HRUT dld g R 9 U919 Ts V&l

=

Hed I —
1. AR, RE, R & de dfed, f[aFe @,
1988

2. TIRETH, SHY SRTH, (T8l HDBROT), G
ST RGP SIEM, S Ol TS &. ADhSH! ATh
S, HedR TS olvafSTot, 1985

3. Wakhlu, Somnath, The Rich Heritage of Jammu

& Kashmir, Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi,
1998.
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JRAETs & yAfeld Adud 4 MR I ded M fdaee deRE

—8r Haraa*

IRT T faeret <21 8 | T2 &% UQeT 1 aei—uT oI wTeT—3ell # of<R fawarg <ar & | s+ fa=iar
BId 8Y A1 T AT & S 91 @l Uob A H ORI g €, 98 © Ul & APl Yehdl Ud Ud AIBR | 9T
A & A Sg 0 € | HETH(d Biferard o e 8 bel § Soad Dy A/ |

Td TR S # Ieali™, IATE, SHT WR < & | IR Wpf # ual &7 fawiy v § 98 a& &
U TR &1 G BE1 Tad el BN, e WR Dls—A—dls I0d gl &l I8 8, T ASH Td g
H HH—I—PH U ARR FaTI AT ST 8, BB Ioqd (bl 3ferel § AR 9 € A1 H8 Scdd (bl 3ae
@ faRIY e B § | 3 OREIAT ¥ R aai@vs 31 a1 BN Al §aoidvs Ik Ya el JoI He Jasl
BT AT I FORT gaTT € FTa] dlell graeil © | 39 3fAd &1 Al ARl Pl gracll BT DI Hell o T8
2 | gRAEUS Bl D G H Alb—IH, SH—AH & A1ed, favar, Af—Rare), 19 —\R T AR
arfe AR & RTa) 3o 39 3 & TR o9 dTel dl & fewrg <<l 2

&Y Teq : AP, Ud, Md, Jaaid@vs, A¥pId, Td, TIBR

AT AR B Hifd gracrgus § 4 fafd=
7t IR 9l I Ud qrEiie, o1fie 3iR
ARGfad AT TR A 8, JAqT

SR

< A & gAY (Yael) el Bl ufduar 9
JIR™ BIF gTell I8 Ud &1 R A7 7T & | o5
IR HAR (A1) A9 B TagT Yo H SR
Fagul & U H A HgT B URETS © | o
IR HAR & eI 4 59 Ud &I FAIT R TP
Ttq # STaR Sofd & $U # Aarel o 8 | {5
oo, Jad SR g U J@ TAT 3 3 W
rerel a1 | f¥er @), AR UWl & GaR oddR
N # SEA g AT B AR F o ¥ | gD
9rB-de gc (@f) o, o T & Tar ST
REd 8, IR IR gR0T {6y g TR—A1RAT 711 &
IO T 2 |

IR ST I EREAR IR 918
A qrel) IIReT 81 At

1. |l B BR R AR SR

|l 7 Sl AR RIS ATS

HER dTefl WIRaT B A
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Indian Folk Ballads
—Ruma Chakraborty*

The ballad is a poem that is typically arranged in quatrains with the rhyme ABAB or ABCB.
Ballads are usually narrative, which means they tell a story. The ‘ballad’ derives its name from medieval
Scottish dance song or ‘ballares’ (L. ballare — to dance). They were widely used across Europe and
later in Australia, North Africa, North America, and SouthAmerica and also in India. The ballad is one
of the oldest poetic forms in English. In India, the ballads are commonly known as “LokGatha”. We
also called them ‘Indian Folk Ballads’. In India, ballads are always represented in the form of music,
that’s why people show their interest in them. Hence, the simplest way to think of a ballad is as a song
or poem that tells a story and has a bouncy rhythm and rhyme scheme.

A typical ballad consists of stanzas that contain a quatrain, or four poetic lines. The meter or
rhyme of each line is usually iambic, which means it has one unstressed syllable followed by a stressed
syllable. In ballads, there are usually eight or six syllables in a line. Normally, the first and third lines
are iambic tetrameter with four beats per line and the second and fourth lines are in trimeter with
three beats per line. The stanzas are depending upon the story, i.e. it may be very long or short.
Sometimes, there is a refrain found in ballads, i.e. repeated lines. These are present in the last line of
each stanza (normally found in folk ballads).

Key Word : Folk, Ballad, Feature, Traditional, Regional, Literary

There are some important characteristic
features of ballads / folk ballads are —

e Simplicity is the main characteristic features
of a ballad.

e [thas a simple and dramatic action.
e Presented in the form of Music.

e It has a refrain.

e Descriptive phrases.

e Dialogue used to create character and
advance the story line.

e Impersonal language that does not belie the
singer’s personal feelings or judgment about
the ballad content.

o The ballad often deals with the supernatural
or great tales of heroics.

e The main feature of Indian folk ballad, it is
written by unknown authors and it is passed

from one generation to the next generation
and so on.

Types of Ballads:

European ballads have been generally classified
into three major groups —

1. Traditional ballads
2. Broadside ballads
3. Literary ballads

But, in general, only two types of ballads are
performed, i.e.

1. Folk or Traditional Ballads

2. Literary Ballads

Folk or Traditional Ballads: It is a kind of ballad,
which was developed by anonymous poets in the
ancient times and handed down to our generation

by word of mouth. There is no written evidence
of folk ballad, although these ballads are passed

*Music Department, Patna University, Patna
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through the customs of the society. It is a verbal
sort of poetry, which underwent reasonable
changes during the course of time due to new
circumstances and conditions. The traditional or
folk ballad had no single author rather it was the
product of many poets. The author of the
traditional ballad may be a common man, or a
shepherd or a farmer.

Literary Ballads: It is actually an
imitation of the traditional ballad. The only
difference between the two ballads is the
authorship. The author of the literary ballad is
known personality. The poet is the legal owner of
his/her ballads.

Different types of folk ballads are present
in India. It is difficult to classify all of them.
However, on a concrete basis, it may be
categorized as its size, shape, or subject. According
to its structure, it may be classified as small sized
ballads and large sized ballads. But the actual
classification is based on subject matter, which it
is relates to. According to Dr. Krishna
DevUpadhyay, Folk ballads are mainly classified
into three parts-

1. Romantic Folk Ballads
2. Heroic Folk Ballads
3. Adventurous Folk Ballads.

In Romantic Folk Ballads, the story is
mainly based on a romantic theme or love stories.
The story deals about all the situations (either good
or bad) of a couple’s journey from the beginning
to the end.

In Heroic Folk Ballads, the story is based on the
bravery work done by a man or woman, who is
the real hero or heroine of the story. It describes
how he or she act/ react/ behave and deal with
the drastic situation.

In Adventurous Folk Ballads, the story is
based on thrill or adventurous journey of a person.

Regional Folk Ballads of India:

Different regions and their featured ballads-

e Assamese — Manikopar, Phulkunwar, Ajan
Fakir, Maniram Devan, Barfukan, Krishak-
Vidrohar, etc.

e Awadhi— Shri Ram-Sita, Shiv-Parvati, Raja
Bharthari, Shravan Kumar, Chandrawali, etc.

e Angika — Lorik, Bihula Bala Lakhandar,
Karubhagat, Rani Suranga, Kunwar Vijaymal,
Gopi Chand, Bhartrihari, Meerayan, etc.

e (Odia — Satya Harishchandra, Gopi Chand,
Savitri Charitra, Satirah, Abhiyogatmak,
Shokatmak, Sukhatmak, etc.

e Kannada — Uttaradevi, Honnadevi, Satyawati
Lavni, Kitur Chenamma, Kannappa, Kabir
Kamal, etc.

e Kumauni— Krishna Chandrawali, Bala-Haru,

Nal-Damayanti, Mallikarjun, Narsa Dhauni,
Malushahi, Jamala Bohri, etc.

e Konkani — Shravon, Banwad, Godde
Ramayan, etc.

¢ Gujarati—Mojdin Mahetab, Hothalpadmini,
Sati Ganak, Son-Halaman, Lorik-Chanda,
Ravdudo, Dhola Maruni, etc.

e Garhwali — Rukmini-Haran, Chandrawali-
Haran, SurajKunwar, Kusumakolin, Gangu
Ramola, Bidhni Vijaypal, Baga Rawat, etc.

e  Chattisgarhi — Ahiman Rani, Pandwani, Ful

Basan, Kalyan Singh, Sita Ram Nayak, Dhola-
Maru, Ful Kunwar, Lorik Chandaini, etc.

e Dogri-Mata Vaishno, Mata Kalka, Shitala
Mata, Baba Kailu, Baba Jitto, Baba Surgal,
Baba Nahar Singh, etc.

o  Tamil —Alli Arsani Maale, Karal Kudi, Raja
Desingh, Maduraiveerankaday, Kaatvarayan
Kaday, Pulidevarsindu, etc.
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Telegu — Bobbili Katha, Deshigu Raju Katha,
Hari Katha, Burra Katha, Paluraju Katha,
Kambhojrajukatha, Katmaraju Katha, Palnoti
Katha, etc.

Tharu—Raja Dhanpal, Sahodara (Bhagwati),
Raja Mansan, etc.

Nagpuri — Shiv-Parvati, Ganesh, Radha-
Krishna, Ram-Sita, Durga, Kali, Hanuman,
etc.

Punjabi — Dullabhatti, Shaheed Baba Deep
Singh, Heer-Ranjha, Sohni-Mahiwal, Mirza-
Sahib, Raja Rasalu, etc.

Bangla — Gopi Chand, Gorakhnath, Mahipal,
Bhogipalkilok-kathayein, etc.
Bajjika—Lorikaun, Raja Salhes, Natua Dayal
Singh, Vijomal, Ganinath Govind Amar Singh,
Kewal Singh, Basawan, etc.

Braj—Aalha, Heeraman, Dhola, Chandrawali,
Gopichand, Bharthari, Mordhwaj, Guru
Gugga, etc.

Bagheli — Dhola, Raja Bharthari, Karan
Daani, Basaman Mama, etc.

Bundeli — Aalha, Rachhra, Saranga-
Bharanga, Jagdevkapunwara, Sant Basant,
Ram Katha and Krishna
Kathaparakhaakhyan, etc.

Bhojpuri —Aalha, Loriki, Vijaymal, Bapu
Kunwar Singh, Shobha Nayaka Banjara,
Sorthi, Bihula, Raja Bharthari, Raja
Gopichand, etc.

Maghi — Aalha, Lorikain, Kunwar Vijay,
Reshma, Shobha Nayak, Saranga, Raja
Dholan, Raja Bharthari, etc.

Maithili— Lorik, Bihula, Salhes, Dina Bhadri,
Gopichand, Bharthari, Vijaymal, Harichandar
Dani, Dhanpal, Jai Singh, Kanak Singh, etc.

e Manipuri — Khamba Thoibi, Moirangsha,
Jiladarbar, Khongjomparv, Sanglalembi,
Fambal Kaba, etc.

e Marathi — Vasudevke Geet, Gondhli Geet,
Jagran Geet, Bharadakegeet, etc.

e Malayalam — Unniyarcha, Aaromal,
Tachcholi Otenan, Aarom Lunni, Irvikkutti
Pilla, etc.

e Malvi — Heed Gaathayein, Bagdawat,
Gopichand, Bharthari, Chain Singh, Dugji-
Juwarjee, Sona-Rupa, Chandana Kunwar,
Raja Nal, etc.

e Rajasthani—Pabuji, Devji Bagdawat, Nihalde
Sultan, Dhola-Maru, Prithvi Raj, Jalal-Bubna,
etc.

e Santali — Sidokanhu, Murmuhul Gaatha, etc.

o  Sindhi—Dodo Chanesar, Mumal Rano, Leela
Chanesar, Umar Mal, Laila-Majnu, Dhola-
Maru, Shirin-Farhad, Heer-Ranjha,
Deepchand, etc.

e Himachali — Negi Dayari, Jagta Pathaniya,
etc.

e Hariyanvi — Nar Sultan-Nihar De, Aalha-
Udal, Bhura Badal, Jaimal Fatta, Bhauka
Saka, Amar Singh Rathor, Veer Jawaharmal,
etc.

Conclusion—Ballads are the part of our customs.
It shows the present situation of the societies.
The beauty of the ballad is ‘the long story telling’
without knowing the name or the identity of the
author. But, this long story telling will never bother
you, because it is presented with the art of music.
Music is the essential part of ballads. The
sentiment, emotions and the feelings of the ballads
are expressed through the songs and music,
associated with them. It passes from generation
to generation as custom of the society.
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